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PREFACE. 


re H E author's acſign in 
. D this publication is evi- 
> dently to give children 
"> ſuch a taſte of the writ- 
ings of the Holy Penman, as may 
engage them carneſtly and ſeriouſly 
in the ſtudy of the ſacred books of 
the Old and New Teſtament. | 
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To forward them in this laudable 
and pious purſuit, he has ſelected 
ſuch portions of the Scriptures as are 
both inſtructive and entertaining; ſuch 
as will not only feed the fancy, but 
mend the heart, and eſtabliſh in the 
mind thoſe unalterable laws of the 
DziTty, which lead us to the 
knowledge of himſelf, which cement 


us together in ſociety, and on whio!1 
our happineſs both in this life and 


the next muſt abſolutely depend. 
To render this little book the 


more pleaſing to children, it is em- 


belliſhed with a great number of 


cuts; and, that it may be uſeful to 


thoſe more advanced in years, the 
chronology of the moſt remarkable 


Events 
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Event is preſerved, and ſuch notes 
interſperſed as he had reaſon to ap- 
prehend would be uſeful, 

This is the author's deſign, which, 
he is perſuaded, every good Chriſtian 
will approve; and he hopes that he 
has been careful to execute it in ſuch 


a manner, as to ſpare himſelf the 
pains of an apology to the Public. 
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CAP. 8 
Treating of G O D. 
OD is in himſelf from eter- 


S. 
WAN 

E 6 nity to eternity, without 
Sh beginning and without end, 
vs Yan x the molt perfect and bleſſed 
Being: Fo his ſubſtance, 
ſpiritual and eternal ; in his perſon, 
three united in one; in his name, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; in his 
will, holy, juſt, merciful and true ; in 
power, omnipotent; in wiſdom, incom- 
prehenfible ; a light unto which none 
can approach, yet all in all ; omnipre- 
B ſent 
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ſent in every place; the higheſt good, | 
and the only inexhauſtible fountain of 
all goodneſs ; the creator of all things, 


and the director, protector, preſerver, | 
and ſuſtainer of them all. 1 
t 
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Crap. II. 
Of the CREATION. 
N the beginning God created the 
I heaven and the earth. And the 
earth was without form and void, and 


darkneſs was upon the face of the i me 
deep ; dy * 
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deep; and the ſpirit of God moved 
upon the face of the waters. And God 
ſaid, Let there be light; and there was 
light. And God ſaw the light, that 
it was good: and God divided thelight 
from the darkneſs. And God called 
the light Day, ard the darkneſs he 
called Night : and the evening and the 
morning were the firſt day. 
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And God ſaid, Let there be a firma- 


ment in the midiſt of the waters, and let 
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it divide the water from the waters. 
And God made the firmament, and di— 
vided the waters which were under the 
firmament from the waters which were 
above the firmament: and it was fo, 
And God called the firmament Heawen: 
aud the evening and the morning were 


the ſecond day, | 


And God ſaid, Let the waters under 


the heaven be gathered together unde 
one 


— * — — . — — n —— | 
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one place, and let the dry land appear: 

and it was ſo. And God called the dry 
land Farth, and the gathering together 
of the waters called the Seas: and God 
ſaw that it was good. And God ſaid, 
Let the earth bring forth graſs, the 
herb yielding ſeed, and the fruit tree 
yielding fruit after his kind, whoſe 
ſeed is in itſelf upon the earth: and it 
was ſo, And the earth brought forth 
graſs, and herb yielding feed after 
bis kind, and the tree yielding fruit, 
| Whoſe ſeed was in itſelf, after his kind: 

and God ſaw that it was good. And 


: 


the evening and the morning were the 
| third day. 
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And Gad ſaid, Let there be lights 
in the firmament of the heaven to di- 
vide the day from the night: and let 
them be for ſigns, and for ſeaſons, and 
for days and ycars. And let them be 
for lights in the firmament of the hea- 
ven, to give light upon the earth: and 
it was ſo. And God made two great 
lights; the greater light to rule the 
day, and the leſſer light to rule the 
night; 


— 
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-» Þight: he made the ſtars alſo. And 
God ſet them in the firmament of the 
heaven to give light upon the earth, 
and to rute over the day and over the 
night, and to divide the light from the 
darkneſs: and God ſaw that it was 
good. Aad the evening and the morn- 
ing were the fourth day.“ 


; * The inſpired author of this account of the 
j creation hath told ns before, under the firſt day's 
creation, Gen, i. 3. that Cu ſaid, Let there be 
_ light, and there *vas light; whence we may rea- 
| ſoaably conclude, that the ſun, moon, and ſtars 
1 were then created, tho' the chaos might not be 
ſufficiently ſeparated and diſpoſed to render th&m 
diſtin; and if ſo, this portion of ſ@ipture can 
only mean that the air being perfectly freed from 
thoſe thick vapours that had from. the firſt day 
obſcured theſe glorious /uminaries, they on the 
| fourth day appeared to the earth in all their 
ſplendor and magnificence. 
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And God ſaid, let the waters bring 
forth abundantly the moving creature 
that hath life, and fowl that may fly 
above the earth in the open firmament 
of heaven. And God created preat 
whales, and every living creature that 
moveth. which the waters brought forth 
abundantly after their kind, and eyery 
winged fowl after his kind: and God 
ſaw that it was good. And God bleſ- 
led thew, ſaying, Be fruitful, and mul- 
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tiply, and fill the waters in the ſeas, 
and let fowl multiply in the earth. And 


the evening and the morning were the 
fifth day. 


— DI | 
And God ſaid, Let the earth bring 
forth the living creature after his kind, 


cattle and creeping thing, and beaſt 
of the earth after his kind ; and it was 


ſo. And Ged made the beaſt of the 


earth after his kind, and cattle after 
their kind, and every thing that — 
e 
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eth upon the earth after has kind: and 
God ſaw that it was good. And God 
ſaid, Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeneſs: and let him have 
dominion over the fiſh of the ſea, and 
over the fowl of the air, and over 
cattle, and over all the earth, and over 
every creeping thing that creepeth up- 
on the earth. So God created man in 
his own image, in the image of God 
created he him : male and female crea- 
ted he them. And God blefled them, 
and God ſaid unto them, Be fruitful, 
and multiply, and repleniſh the earth, 
and ſubdue it, and have dominion over 
the fiſh of the ſea, and over the fowl 
of the air, and over every living thing 
that creepeth upon the earth. And God 
ſaid, Behold I have given you every 
nerb bearing ſeed, which is upon the 
face of all the earth, and every tree, 
in the which 18 the fruit of a tree 

yielding 


— 


* Fa 


* ee 


a ena os wo wad 


— — — 


— Oo 


the Holy BIBIE. 11 


;* yielding ſeed: to you it ſhall be for meat. 
| Ant to every beaſt of the earth, and to 
every fowl of the air, and to every 
thing that creepeth upon the earth, 

wherein there 15 life, I have given every 
green herb for meat: and it was fo. 
And God ſaw every thing that he had 
made and behold it was very good. 
And the evening and the morning were 
the ſixth day“. 
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* Tho Moſes makes no mention of the An- 
gelic Hoſts, in his account of the creations yet 
the expoſitors of the ſcriptures are of opinion 
that other places in holy writ ſufficiently inti- 
mate that thoſe myriads of angels, which ſtand } 
before the throne of God, were on the firſt day 
created with the light. And theſe God hath 
formed ſpiritual amicable Beings, whoſe natures | 
| we cannot comprehend. | 
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CAP. III. 
Of the Garden of EDEN. 


' 
HUS the heavens and the earth 
were finiſhed, and all the hot of 
them. And on the ſeventh day God 
ended his work which he had made; 
and God bleſſed the ſeventh day, and 
ſanctified it, becauſe that in it he had 
reſted “ from all his work, the crea- 
tion of all things being finiſhed, and 
the work entirely made. And the Lord 
God formed man {rhat he made) of the 
duſt of the ground, and breathed inio 
his noſtrils the breath of life; and 


— 1 


* The reſting of God being ſpoken after the 
frranner of men, implieth not any wearineſs in 
him, for the Creator of the ends of the earth 
Fainteth net, neither is he weary, Ja. xi. 28. It 
was by the antients made a 1y mbol of the reit 
of the juſt from all their labours; when all 
griet, ſorrow, and ſizhing ſhall fly away, and 
God ſhall be in all, 


man 
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man became a living ſoul. And the 
Lord God planted a garden ealtward in 
Eden; and there he put the man whom 
he had formed. And out of the ground 
made the Lord God to grow every tree 
that is pleaſant to the ſight, and good 
for food; the tree of life alſo in the 
midit of the garden, and the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil. And a 
river went out of Eden to water the 
arden ; and from thence it was parted, 
and became into four heads. The name 
of the firſt is Piſon that is it which 
compaſſeth the whole land of Hawilab, 
where there is gold. And the name of 
the ſecond river is Gihon the ſame is 
it that compaſſeth the whole land of | 
Ethicpia. And the name of the third 
river is Hiddekel : that is it which goeth 
towards the ealt of ria. And the fourth 
river is Euphrates, And the Lord God 
took the man and put him into the gar- 
den of Eden to dreſs it and to keep it. 
And 
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And the Lord God commanded the man 


ſaying, Of every tree of the garden 
thou mayeſt freely eat: but of the tree 
of knowledge of good and evil, thou 


ſhall not eat of it: for in the day that 


thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely die. 
And the Lord God ſaid, It is not good 
that the man ſhould de alone; I will 
make him an help meet ſor him. And 


out of the ground the Lord God 


formedevery beaſt of the field, and every 
| fowl of the air, and brought them to 


Adam to ſee what he would call them: 
and whatſoever Adam called every liv- 
ing creature, that was the name there- 
of. And Adam gave names to all cat- 
tle, and to the fowl of the air, and to 
every beaſt of the field; but for Adam 


there was not found an help meet for 
him. And the Lord God cauſed a deep 


ſleep to fall upon Aaam; and he took - 
one of his ribs, and cloſed up the fleſh 


inſtead thereof, And the rib, which 
the 


x * 
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the Lord God had taken from man, 
made he a woman, and brought her un- 
to the man. And Adam ſaid, This is 
now bone of my bones, and fleſh of my 
fleſh; ſhe ſhall be called Voman, becauſe 
ſhe was taken out of man. 


— — 
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CRAFT. IV. 
Of AAM and EVE in Paradiſe, their 


Fall and Expulfion. 


UR firſt parents thus placed in the 


garden of Eden, or terreſtrial pa- 


* razdiſe, 
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radiſe, were perfectly happy, as they 
were perfectly innocent. Whilſt they 
continued obedient to the divine com- 
mand, their bliſs was uninterrupted, all 
nature ſmiled around them; and, as they 
knew no fin, though they were both naked, 
they wwere not aſhamed. But they did not 
long enjoy the comforts of this delight- 
ful ſituation; for the ſubtle ſerpent, 
(the Devil) by his artful inſinuations, 
prevailed on the woman to eat of the 
forbidden fruit, which having taſted, ſhe 
gave unto her huſband. And he did eat 
alſo. By this tranſgreſſion of the law 
of God, they loſt their innocence and 
happineſs together: their eyes were 
opened ; they became ſenſible of their 
nakedneſs; and conſcious of their 
guilt, endeavoured to hide themſelves 
trom the preſence of their offended 
creator amongſt the trees of the gar- 
den, But this was a vain attempt, and 
equally vain were their excuſes ; the 
| man 
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man laying the blame on the woman, 
and the woman on the ſerpent, Here- 
upon the Lord pronounced a heavy curſe 
upon the ſerpent, by whoſe wiles fin 
and death were thus introduced into the 
| world; but in the midſt of his anger, 
taking pity on fallen man, he immedt- 
ately promiſed that e ſeed of the æuo- 
man Should bruiſe the Serpent's bead; 
by which 1s underſtood, that mankind 
ſhould be delivered from fin, from death 
and from the power of the devil, by 
Jesus CaxrisT, who ſhould be born of 
a virgia. For Eve's cilobedience, God 
paſſed this ſentence upon her, Toi mul- 
tip.y thy ſorrow and thy conception; in 
Jerrow ſhalt thou bring forth children and 
| thy deſire all be to thy huſband, and he 

ſhall rule over thee. And unto Adam he 
ſaid, cur/ed is the ground for thy ſake ; 
in ſorrow ſhah thou eat of it all the days 
of thy life. Thorns alſo and thiſtles ſhall 
it bring farth to thee ; and thou ſhalt eat 
38 C the 
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the herb of the field. In the faveat of | 


thy face ſhalt thou eat bread, till thoure- 
turneſt unto the ground; for out of it waſt 
thou taken, for duſt thou art, and unto 
duft ſhalt thou return. Then were the 
fallen pair driven from their ſeat of 
bliſs and expoſed to hardſhips, ſorrow, 
ſickneſs, and death itſelf; which are 
likewiſe the juſt lot of all their finful 
poſterity. 


—— nd 


. . 


The Conſequences of the Fall. 

II E feed of fin being ſown in 

our firſt parents, ſoon ſhewed its 
fatal effects in their immediate offspring 
and afterwards in their moſt remote de- 
ſcendants ; for Satan, having but too 
well ſucceeded in his firſt attempts upon 
the innocence of man, unweariedly pur- 


ſued the advantages he had gained, in 


order to involve the whole human race 
in 
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in miſery and deſtruction. A melancho- 
ly inſtance of this we have in the ſtory 
of Cain and Abel, the ſons of Aaam 
and Eve. The former who was a huſ- 
bandman, brought of the fruit of the 
ground an offering unto the Lord; and 
Abel, who was a ſhepherd, brought al/o 
of the firſtlings of his flack, and of the fat | 
therecf. But Cain (whoſe heart was fall 
of hatred and envy) finding his offering 
not ſo acceptable to God as that of 
Abel, was very wrath, and meditated 
revenge on his innocent brother. Ac- 
cordingly when they were together in 
the field, he took the opportunity and 
roſe up againſ! bim and flew him; but the 
blood of the righteous A el crying from 
the ground for vengeance, God condem- 
ned Cain to be a fugitive and a vaga- 
bond in the earth; ſetting a mark upon 
him that none might ſlay him, fo that 
he might live to bear the ſtings of 4 
wounded conſcience. 
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their wives, and the male and female 
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However, though ſin began to reign 


in the world ſo early, God was known 
to and worſhipped by the Patriarchs, 
eſpecially by the family of Ser, one of 
the ſons of Adam. And amongſt theſe 
{ Patriarchs the Scripture mentionsEroc/; 
Who walked with God, and God took him 
i out of the N orld, Jo that he died not; 


thereby remarkably rewarding his emi- 


nent piety and goodneſs, and pointing 
out to mankind a ſtate of futurity. But 
in proceſs of time the poſterity of Sc 
was corrupted likewiſe and mingled with 
| the wicked; inſomuch that the ger 
eas filled with violence, and the corrup- 
tion was ſo great and general, that God 
determined to deſtroy the whole race of 
man by the flood, except righteous 


' Noah and his family. To this purpoſe 
God commanded Noah to build an ark, 
in which he and his wife, his three 

; ſons, (Shem, Ham and TJapheth) and 


of 
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of every ſpecies of fowls, cattle, and 
creeping things, ſhould be preſerved 
from the univerſal deluge, 


„ K 


—ͤ —ů— 
* 

in — — — — Hy — — — — —— 
— —̃ — 2 — — — — — — — —  ” ww —— — — 
_— - ** ——— __ — — — — — — — 
— 2 &S * 7 _ 
— 


— 
— 


Di * 
NS 


FER 


— — —— - 
— — 


——— — 
W= == 


„f. 
0 


7 


| VA 
112 / 


Cana? YL 


Of the F 1 00 n. 


T was in the year of the world 1656 
before CHriſt 2346 and the Gooth 

of Noah's age, that he and his family, 
and the ſeveral kinds of animals, as God 
C3 had 
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bad commanded, entered into the ark, be + 5 
which had been an hundred years in | 
building. This being done, 7he foun- 
* tains of the great decp were breke up, the 
windows of heaven awere opened, and 
ſuch violent raias poured down for ſorty f 
9 days and forty nights, that the wa- 
1 ters aroſe fifteen cubits above the high- 
eſt mountains, ard both man, catile, 
| creeping things, and the fowls of the 
p heaven were deſtroyed, and Noah only re- 
mained alive, and they thut were with him 
in the ark. When the waters were COn- 
ſiderably abated, the ark reſted on the | 
mountains of Ararat; and having con- | 
tinued there ſeveral months, Noah ſent 
forth a raven, which went to and fro; | 
and after that a dove, which finding no 
reſling- place, came back to the ark, 
and he took her in. Seven days atter- 
wards he ſent out the dove, which re- 
turned with an olive leaf in her mouth: 
and having waited ſeven days longer he 
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ſent forth the ſame dove, but ſhe return- 


ed no more; by which he knew that 
the waters were dried from off the earth. 
God then commanded Neah to come out 
of the ark, with his family and the 
living creatures, in which they had been 
ſhut up, according to our account of 
time, from the 29th of October to the 
8th of November the following year, that 
is, one year and ten days.——Man's 
life is now ſhortened, 


Cm as; vi 


The world divided amongſt Noah's three 
jens, and the building of the Tower of 
BABEL, 

1 began the new world by 

building an altar to the Lord; 

and he 20 of every clean beaſt and every 
clean fowl, and offered burnt-offtrings on 
the altar. The Almighty accepted his 
ſacrifice, graciouſly promiſing that while 
24 | the 
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the Earth remaineth, feed time and har- 
veſt, and cold and heat, and ſummer and 
' *awinter, and day and nig bt, ſhall not ceaſe. 
And God /et his bow in the claude, (the 
rainbow) in token of an everlaſting 
covenant he made with Noah and all his 
poſterity, that he would never more 
deſtroy the world by a deluge. 
Sixty-ſeven years after the flood, He- 
ber, a deſcendant of Shem, was boin ; 
from him came the Hebroaws and the He- 
brew language. About this time He- 


Bron, afterwards the metropolis of 74 


dab, was built. A hundred years after 
the flood, Noah divided the earth among 
his three ſons; Judah had the weit of 
Alia, from the mountains Taurus and 
Anan, and all Europe. Ham had all 
Arabia, and all Africa. Shen had all 
the eaſtern Mia. Fourteen years after 
the earth was partitioned out among the 
| ſons of Mah, Nimrod, the grandſon of 

Ham, laid the foundation of the Baby- 
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kexiſh or Afjprian Monarchy. And the 
world being now pretty well repleniſhed 
with inhabitants they began to build 


— 
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the city and tower of Babel, vainly at- 


tempting to raiſe 1ts wall to the very 
ſkies, in hopes of rendering their namics 
immortal. But Gcd ſoon baffled their 
impious project, by confounding their 
language ſo that they could not under- 


' ſtand each other: and thence the tower 


was 
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was called Babel, which ſignifies con fu- 
ſion. The one language of tha world 
was now divided into ſevency- two ſorts 
(the Hebrew remaining 1n the poſterity 
of Heber) and the diſtractions ariſing 


building, but occaſioned their diſperſion 
over the face of the earth. The 
city of Babylon, in ſome time, under 
another prince, became the metropolis 
of Chaldea. And ſoon after Nineveh, 
the metropolis of Syria, was built. 


_— 
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The Birth and Call of ABRanaM, and 
the Promiſes made to him. Sodom and 
Gomorrah "de/freyed. Iſaac born. 

HR E E hundred and fifty-two 
pecears after the flood, and the 
next after Nea, death, the great pa- 
triarch 4&raham was born, the father of 
the 7exzwijh nation, ald (ia a ſpiritual 
ſenſe) 


from hence not only put a ſtop to the 
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ſ-nſe) of all the faithful ; when he was 
ſeventy-hve years of age, God was 
pleaſed to call him out of his native 
country to go into the land of Canaan 
| + which he promiſed to give to his de- 
e ſcendants; that he would make of him 
24 great nation, and that in him ſhould all 
the families of the earth be blefſed: as 
from him according to the fleſh, ſhould 

deſcend the Me/ah, the Saviour of the 

| world. „„ 

| About the 27th year of his age, Salem 

(afterwards called Jeruſalem) ſituated in 
the centre of Judea, was built by Mel- 
' chijedeck; and in the ggth year of Aa- 
Ban the ſacrament of circumciſion was 

given to him and his poſterity. 

| Now Sodom and Gomorr 1h, 1d4mah and 
Zebeim, were for their aboininabie fins 
deſtroyed by fire and brimſtone from 
. | heaven; only the righteous Lot with 
his wife and daughters, were brought 
| out of it by two angels, whom Lot bad 
enter- 
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enteitained: but his wife for looking 
b:ck after her eſcape, was turned into 
a pillar of ſalt. | 

In Abraham's 100th year and Sarah's 
goth, Jaac v.as born. Fifty years after 
which the patriarch S m died, A. M. 
2151. From thence it is evident, that 
the whole ſeries of things, from the 
creation to this time, might be orally 
tranſmitted down in three lives only. 
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For as Z/aac was fifty years cotempo- 
1 rary with Sem, ſo Shem, was ninety- 
» ſeven with Merhu/elah, and he 244 with 
Adam. Methuſeiah died but the year 
before the deluge ; ard it is very natu- 
ral to believe, that he diſcoui ſed often 
with his grandſon Noah and his ſons on 
the ſubjeas of the creation and fall, as 
he had received the ſame from Adam. 
When Jaac was twenty-five years old, 
God, in trial of Abraham's faith and 
obedience, commanded him to offer up 
this his only ſon. The good man with- 
out any heſitation, complied with the 
divine command ; but juſt as he was 
about to ſlay Tac, the angel of the 
Lord called him to deſiſt; and Abra- 

Ham looking about him ſawa ram caught 
by the horns in a thicket, which he 
offered up inſtead of his ſon. Abrabam 
having lived to the age of 175 years, 

ö gave up the ghoſt, and his ſons 1/aac 
and /hmael, buried him in the _ 
E 0 
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of Macpelab, which he had purchaſed 
for a family ſepulchre, and where he 
himſelf had buried Sarah his wife. 
In the Goth year of Jaacs age Jacob 
was born, who was the father of Jeep, 
"whoſe affecting hiſtory is the _— 
of the following chapter. 
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P 
Of Josz H and his Brethren. 


HE Patriarch Jacob had twelve 

ſons, who were the heads of the 
twelve tribes or families of the children 
of I/rael, Their names were Reuben, 
| Simeen, Levi, Judah, Jachar, Zabulon, 
Dan, Napthali, Gad, Aſher, Joſeph and 
Benjumin. Of all theſe ſons he had 
the greateſt affection for Fo/eph and 
Benjamin, but the former wagghts pecu- 
iar ſavourite, and accordingly diftin- 
guiſhed from the reſt by gay and party- 
coloured apparel. This raiſed the envy 
of his brethren; but what increaſed 
their diſguſt was, that Jo/eph, having 
always the ear of his indulgent father, 
was very officious in telling him their 
faults, or any little ſtories to their diſ- 
advantage. Thus he became the object 


of their mortal hatred ; which was ſtill 


more 
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more aggravated by his telling them 4 


Ul 
- 


two remarkable dreams ; the ove, that 
as they were binding ſheaves 19 the 
field, his ſheaf aroſe and ſtood in the 
midſt of theirs, and that theirs made 
obeiſance to his ſneaf. The other, that 
the ſun, moon, and eleven ftars made 
obeiſance to him. Both which ſeemed 
to portend his future advancement and 
grandeur, and their being obliged to 
bow down before him. | 

Hereupon they determined to deſtroy 
him; and having a favourable opportu- 


nity when they were feeding their fa- 


ther's flocks in a diſtant part of the 
country, they conſpired together to kill 
him, and to report that ſome wild beaſt 
had devoured him, and then (ſaid they 


in deriſion) awe /hall /ee what will become 


of his dreams. But Reuben diſſuaded 
them from their cruel purpoſe, ſaying 


to them, ed no blood, but caſt him into 
this pit in the wilderneſs ; intending at- 


terwards 
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"IF terwards privately to carry him again to 
nis father. Accordingly they caſt him 
into the pit, as Reuben adviſed, having 


3: 

þ 

| 

| 
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1 | | 

ſt firſt ſtripped him of his coat of many 
y | colours, and /at down to eat bread. 
70 Wailſt they were thus regaling them- 
d | ſelves, they ſpied a company of mer- 
g | Chants advancing towards them; upon 


to which they went and drew Fo/:ph out of 
;f= | the pit, and fold him for twenty pieces 
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of ſilver. This was done in the ab- 
ſence of Reuben, who returning to the 
pit, and not finding Je there, rent 
his cloaths, and coming to his brethren, 
cried out, e child is no-, and I, wwhither 
ſhall Igo? They then formed a ſcheme 
to conceal their guilt ano deceive their 
aged father, to which purpoſe they 
| AHkilleda kid, and having dipped 72 p4's i 
| | coat in the blood, they carried it home 
to Jacob; upon ſight of which the poor 
man, not ſuſpecting any fallacy, but 
+ concluded that his darling fon was 
| torn in pieces by wild beaſt, burſt into 


, 
tears, and mourned many days refuſing 
T0 be comforted. 
if | The merchants who had bought - 
 fep4, carried him to the court of Pha- 
7. ob king of Egypt, and there ſold him 
to Peli, , a captein of the guards. 
J his officer obſerving that Jo/eph was |: 
very careful and indeftrious, and that 


| 
ö | f every thing proſpered in his hand, ad- 
F vanced. A - 


' 


ad- 
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vanced him to be ſteward over all his 
houſhold; and for TJo/eph's ſake the | 
bleſſing of the Lord was upon all that Po- 
tiphar had in the houſe, and in the field. 

| Now Te/zph4 being a very comely 
youth, his miſtreſs was ſo charmed with 
bis perſon, that ſhe. endeavoured, time 
after time, to allure him to her bed; but 
his virtue was proof againſt all her amo- 
rous ſolicitation, Upon this unexpect- 
ed coldneſs her love was turned to 
hatred; having falſely accuſed him 
to her huſband of an inſolent attempt 
to rob her of her honour, the too cre- 
dolous Potzphar, without further enqui- 
ry, confined him in the king's priſon. 

7e/-ph had not been long there, before 
he gave ſuch evidences of his wiſdom 
and virtue, that the keeper treated him 
with greatindulgence, He had a pecu- 
liar talent at interpreting dreams, of 
which the inſtances of Pharaoh's chief 
butler and baker are a ſufficient proof; 
D 2 and 
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and in proceſs of time he had an op- 
portunity of ſnewing it to Phurach him- 
ſelf, whoſe remarkable dreams concern- 
ing the fat and lean kine, and the full 
and thin years of corn, gave him great 


uneaſineſs, none of his learned magici- i 


ans being able to interpret them, or give 
him any ſatisfaction. This occaſioned 
the chief butler to remember 7o/epb, and 
he recommended him to Pharaoh, who 
ſent for him out of priſon, and related to 
him his dreams. Having heard them, he 
aſſured the king, that the ſeven fat kine 
and the ſeven full ears of corn, denoted 
ſeyen years of plenty; and that theſeven 
lean kine and the ſeven thin ears ſig- 
nified ſeven years of famine; adviſing 
him to fill all the ſtore houſes with corn 
during the firſt ſeven years, that he might 
ſupply the wants of his people during 
the following years of ſcarcity, and 
thereby gain immenſe ſums of money. 
In a word, Jeſeph's ſcheme was highly 


- 
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approved of, and himſelf appointed to 
put it in execution, being made ſteward 
of Pharaos houſhold, and ruler (next 
to the King) ower all the land of Egypt. 
As 7Jeo/eþb had foretold, the ſeven 
years of plenty were followed by a ſe- 
vere famine, which extended as far as 
the land of Canaan, where Jacob lived; 
who, hearing of the ſtore laid up in 
Et, ſent all his ſons thither (except 
Benjamin) to buy corn for their ſubſiſt- 
ence, When Jeſepb ſaw his brethren, 
he knew them, but made himfjelf range, 
and ſpate roughly to them, ſaying, hence 
come ye? and they anſwered, From the 
lund of Canaan to buy food, but he told 
them they were /pies and were come to 


8 ſee the naledueſi of the land. And they 


replied, Nay, my Lord, we are no /pies; 
thy ſervants are twelve brethen, the ſons 
of one man in the land of Canaan; and 
behild, the youngeſt is this day with our 


J father, and one is not. Well, iaid Jo- 


93 ſepb, 
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3 /eph, Hereby ye ſhall be proved : for by the 
life of Pharaoh ye ſhall net go forth hence 

except your youngeſt brother come hither, 

| Send one of you, and let him fetch your bro- 
ther, and ye ſhall be kept in priſon, that your 
words may be proved, Having confined | 
them for three days, he made them 
another propoſal : Fye be true men, (iaid 
he) let one of your brethren be bound in the 
houſe of our priſon ; and go ye, carry 
corn for the famine of your hoauſes. But 
bring your youngeſt brother unto me; ſo ſhall 
your words be verified, and ye ſhall not die. 
In this ſituation they began to reffed on 
| their ill treatment of Jeſehb, ſaying, | 
We are verily guilty concerning our brother | 
in that when he beſought us we would 
not hear; therefore is this diſtreſs come 
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upon us. 

Theſe words were ſpoken in the pre- 
ſence of Jeſeph, but his brethren knew 
not that he underſtood them; for he con- 
verſed with them by a an interpreter, . And 
he 
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he turned himſelf from them and wept ; and 


returning to them again, took Simeon 
and bound him before their eyes. He then 
gave orders to fill their ſacks with corn, 
to put each man's money into his ſack, 
and to give them proviſions for their 
Journey. This done, they- departed ; 
and one of them on the road, having 
opened his ſack to give his aſs proven- 
der, eſpied his money, and fhewed it to 
his brethen ; at which they were very 
much furpriſed and frighted, How- 
ever they purſued their journey, and 
came to Jacob, and told him all that had 
befallen them; particularly that the 
Lord of the country had detained Si- 
mon, and inſiſted on their bringing their 
brother Benjamin into Egypt. This was 
melancholy news to the good old man, 
and drew from him this complaint ; Me 
have ye bereaved of my children ; Joſeph 
is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take 
Benjamin alſo. To which he added, 
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My jon ſhall not go with you, for if mif- 

chief befall him by the way, ye will bring 

down my grey hairs with ſorrew to the 
rave. 

At length, however, when their corn 
was all conſumed, and the: famine was 
ſtill fore in the "269" Jacob was prevail. 
ed upon by Judab's promiſes to bring 
Benjamin ſate home again, to let him 
go down with his brethren into Egypt ; 
and for fear it was owing to ſome miſ⸗ 
take that they brought back the money 
in their ſacks, he now ordered them to 
take double the quantity, together with 
a handſome preſent for the Lord of the 
country, As ſoon as Joſeph was ac- 
quainted with their arrival, he ordered 
a dinner to be provided for them at his 


own houſe, and Simeon was relealed - 


from his confinement. When Jojeph 
came in, they brought him their preients 
in the moſt ſubmiſſive manner, bowing 
themſelves to the earth; but he was fo 
af- 


the Hory Biets, 41 


affected at the ſight of Benjamin, that 


he retired into his chamber and wept, 
At dinner-time he returned to them 
again; and having placed them accord- 
ing to their ſeniority, he ſent meſles to. 
each of them, but Benjamins meſs was 

five times as big as any of the reſt, 
Zojeph having thusentertained his bre- 
thren, commanded his ſteward to fill 
their ſacks with corn, and put each 
man's money into his ſack's mouth, 
and his ſilver cup, into the ſack belong- 
ing to Benjamin. In the morning they 
{et out with their aſſes, but had not got 
far from the city, when a meſſenger 
overtook them, who accufed them with 
ſtealing the cup. They all denied the 
charge, ſaying, God forbid thy Jervants 
; Jhould do this thing; and put the matter 
upon this iſſue, Vith awhomoever of thy 
ſervants it be found, let him die, and we 
ewill be my Lord's bond-men. Search be- 
ing made, the cup was found in Berja- 
min's 
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min's ; ſuck ; 3 whereupon they rent their 
cloaths, and returned to the city ; and be- 
ing come to Joſeph's houie, they fell 
down before him on the ground, Aud Je- 
ſeph iaid, I hat deed is this that ye have 
don? ? And Fudah anſwered, What foall 
awe ſay unto cur Lord, or how ſeal we Cieur 
eur feiues God hath found out = in'quiiy 
and we are thy bond- ſlaves. Bur Jo/oph 
1eplicd, God forbid! | he man with ac hem 
the cup is feund ſhall be my ſervant ; but 
as for you. get you up in peace unto your 
father. Then Judah re preſented to him 
with what dilticulty he bad perigaced 
Jacob to part with Berjamin, u that 
he was obliged to become ſurety for the 
lad to Lis father, ſeyirg, If 1 tring 
him net unto thee again, then wil! I bear 
the blame for ever. 7 heref-re I praythie | 
ter thy ſervant be a Bond. la. ve inſtead of 
the lad, ana let him go up with his bre- 
Aren; for hoaw fhail 1 go to my FOO 
and the lad be not with me ? It Ido, re 
will turely dig. 7* Joſep h 
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Jiſeph could now no longer refrain, 
but ordered every man out of tie room 
before he made himſelf known to his 
brethren. And he wept aleud, aud ſaid, 
Jam jojeþh ; Doth my father yes live ! At 
this they were aſtonithed, aud could not 
anſwer hm. fer they were troubled at his 
preſence, He then defired tem to con e 
ncar to him, and ſaid: 7 am Veßepb your 
brother whom ye fold inte Hg yt. Now 
therefore be not grieved nor angry with 
your elves that ye ſold me Hier; for it ovas 
wot you that ſent me, but Gerd /er.t me before 
you to preſerve life, Hate ye to my fa- 
ther, and ſay unta him : | hus Jaith thy 
fon Joſeph, Ged hath made me Lord of all 
Eg pt; come down unto me, larry not : 
And trou ſhalt axvell in the land of Ga- 
Hen, and there will I nouriſh thee, lefl thou 
and thy houſhold come to poverty; for there 
are yet five years of famine. Behold, 
your eyes fee, and the eyes of my brother 
Benjamin, that it is my mouth that n 
. 6 1 
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eth unto you. And he fell upun Benjamin's 1 


neck and wept, and Benjamin wept upott 
his neck, Moreover he kiſſed all his bre- 
thren, and wept upon them; after Which 
they talked freely together. 

Pharaoh was pleaſed when he heard 
of this pathetic interview, and ordered 
Joſeph to ſend waggons along with his 
brethren, to bring their tather, their 
wives, and children into EH And 
Joſeph did lo, giving them provitions for 
tne way; and ſent his father twenty 
aſſes laden with the g good things of the 
land. But when they came to Faced, 


and told him that Je/eph was yet alive, 


and governor over all the land of 
Eg ypt, his heart farmed, for he believed 


them net. However, when he had heard 


their whole meſſage, and ſaw the wag- 

gons that were ſent to carry him down, 

his ſpirit revived, and he ſaid, 1 is 

enough, Joſeph my ſon is yet alive: I will 

55 and ee him bęſore I die. So Jacob ll 
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all his family ſet out for Eg yp? : and 
Teſeph went in his chariot to meet his 


father, and fell on his neck, and wept 


greatly; and Yael ſaid unto Jo/eph, Now 


let me die, fince I have ſeen thy face, and 


thou art yet alive, Oh my ſon ! 


888 —_— 
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CRHAP. X. 


The Oppreſſion of the Children of Iſrael 
in Egypt, and their Deliverance fi em 
thence, 


Y the expreſs order of Pharaoh, 

the children of Vael (who were 
ſeventy in number) were ſeated in the 
land of Goſhen, the molt fertile part of 
Egypt; where the good Patriarch Jacob 
lived ſeventeen years, and then died, at 
the age of a hundred and forty-ſeven, 
His body being embalmed, was carried 
into the land of Canaan to be buried 
with his anceſtors ; Jo/eph and his . 
an : taren 
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elders cf his houte, and the elders of 
the land of Ep ypt, attending the ſo- 
lemnity. %% died fifty-eight years 
after hs father, being a hundred aad 
ten years old. 

Ine [/: or/:res now increaſed and mul- 


new King wi.o knew not Jeb) being 
afraid they would grow wo powerſul 
en deavoured to detto them. With this 
view he ſet taſk mailers over them, 
Wo made their liver _— avith hard 
bondage, in mortar, and in trich, and in 
all manner of „ in the field ; but 
the more they were afpiified, the more they 
multiplied and grew, ihr! gon Hus treat- 
ment not having the intended effect, 

Pharanh ordered the Hebrew midwives 
to kill all the male chiidren of the I/ 
raelites, as ſoon as they were born; but 
the midwives diſobcying this wicked 
command, he charged his own people 
to 


taren, with the ſervants of Pharach, the 


tiplied ſo excecdingly, that Pharaoh, (a 
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to execute his cruel purpoſe, ſayitg, 
Every ſon that is born, ye hall caſt into 
the river, and every daughter ye ſhall 
Save alive.” 

Now the wife of a certain Lev/te be- 
ing delivered of a fine boy, ſhe concealed 
him for thee months; but finding ſhe 
could not hide him any longer ſhe put 
him into an ark of bulruſhes, and laid 
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him in the flags by the river's brink, 
truſting the event to providence, In this 
2 ·ͤ 122 ; : con- 
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condition the babe was found by Pha- 
raoh's daughter, who took compaſſion 
on him, employed his own mother to 
nurſe him and afterwards kept him as 
her own ſon, giving him the name of 
Mofes. 

When the foundling, thus providen- 
tially preſerved, was grown up to a ſtate 
of inanhood, he went our to his brethren, 
and looked on their burthens ; and (ſeeing. 
an Egyptian ſtrike an Hebrew, he killed 
the £23/tian,and buried him in theſand, 
This coming to the ears of Pharaoh, 
MoJes was obliged to fly into the land 
of Miuuian, Re. he married ; and as 
he was keeping the flocks of %%% his 
father-in-law, God appeared to him ia . 
a burning buſh, told him he had ſeen. 
the afflickions of his people in Egypt 
and ſent him to. be their deliverer, Ac- 
cordingly he carried the divine meſſage 
to Pharaoh, and having with his bro- 
ther Aaron) wrought many miracles, _ 

and 
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and ſmote Ez ypr with ten plagues, he 
at length forced the hardened king to 
let the 1/raelites depart out of his ter- 
ritories. "This event happened 430 
years after the call of Abraham, -140 
after Jo/zph's death, in the year of the 
world 2513, and 1491 years * 
Te/us Chriſt. 1 
The evening before the ä of 
the Hraelites, the 14th day of the firſt 
month, (the beginning of our May) God 
inſtituted the feaſt of the Paſſover, or 
eating the paſchal lamb, to be kept 
yearly throughout their generations for 
ever, in commemoration of his paſſin 
by and ſparing the houſes of the Toa. 
ite, when he deltroyed all the firſt- 
born of the Eg yptians. 
Some time whilſt the /az/ites were | 
in bondage, lived Jeb, a man eminent 
for his patience under afflitions ; the | 
account whereof in the book that 
bears his name, is generally believed 
Oy to 
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to have been written by Mo/es, though | 
ſome aſcribe it to Elihu, 
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PA ARAOH and his Hoff drowned in the 
Red-Sea. The Murmuring of the 
I5RAELITES. 


OON after the children of Hel 
were gone out of Ep ypt, Pharaoh s 
heart was hardened, and he purſued 
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them with his whole army; and coming 


up with them near the Red Sea, God was 
7 pleaſed to work their deliverance in 3 


very wonderful manner, by dividing 
the ſea, ſo that the Maclites walked. 
through it on dry land, and the Eg p- 
tians that followed them were ſo totally 
overwhelmed by the return of the wa- 
ters, that not one of the hoſt of Pharaoh 
remained alive. 

This miracle made an awful impref- 
ſiop (as well it might) upon the minds 
of the Ih aelilet, who thereupon feared. 
and believed the Lord, and his ſervant: 
Maſet. But in a few days they began 


I'S to ſhew a murmuring diſcontented ſpi- 


Tit; firſt, at the bitter waters of Marab, 
which were miracolouſſy made ſweet; 
and then in the wilderneſs of Sin, where 
they complained for want of bread, wiſlu- 
ing they had died in Egypt, when they 

| Jar by the fleſh pots, and did cat bread to 
4 {2c fall, To ſatisſy their hunger, God 
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was pleaſed to ſend a prodigious flight 
of quails, which covered their whole 
camp, and the next morning he rained 
manna from heaven, with which bread 
he fed them during their forty years 
paſſage through the wilderneſs. | 
Aſter ſuch ſignal inſtances of the 
goodneſs of the Almighty towards them 
one would imagine it impoſſible the 
Jjraclites ſhould ever diſtruſt his provi- 
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'Y . . . 
--/> dence again: and yet in a ſhort time, 
© when they were encamped at Rephidim 


and found no water, they murnured 
againſt My/es, and were almeſ ready to 
flone him, Hereupon God commanded 


Maſes to take his rod, and ſmite the 
rock in Horeb, which he did in the fight 
of the people, and the water guſhed 
out abundantly. 
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CHaP. XII. 


The Law publiſhed on Mount Sinai. 


MIFTY days after the departure of 
the //raelites out of Egypt. whillt 

they were encamped ncar Mount Sinai, 
God called Mojes to the top of tne 
Mount; and, there, with the moit awial 
Glemuity of thunder, lightning, and 
the voice of the trumpet, (which made 
all the people in the camp tremble) de- 
0 livered 
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e {ivered to him the ten commandments 
of the law, written upon two tables of 
ſtone“ . The four firſt commandments, 
which make the fir/? table, having an im- 
mediate reſpeC to God himſelf; and the 
ſix laſt commandments, which make the 
* fecondtablecomprize the ſeveral branches 
of duty to our neighbour. They are 
| | Here inſerted, from the twentieth chap- 
ter of Exodus. 


* It may not be improper to obſerve here, 
that the patriarchal tate commenced from the 
beginning of the world, and continued till this 
delivery of the law. There are reckoned ten 
Patriarchs before the flood, viz, Adam, Seth, 
Enos, Cainan, Mabalaleel, Jared, Enoch, Met bu 
ſelab, Lamecb, and Noab. The Patriarehs after 
the flood, were Sem Arphozed, Selar, Heber, 
\ Peleg, Ren, Serug, Naber, Terab, Abrabam, 

Tſaac, and Faceb : who, with Jacob's twelve 
ſons, (more commonly diſtinguiſhed by the nate 
of Patriarchs) make in all thirty - four. 
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1. 


I. Thou ſhalt have no other Gods 
but me. 

II. Thou ſhalt not make to thyſelf 
any graven image, nor the likeneſs of 
any thing that is in heaven above, or 
in the earth beneath, or in the water 


under the earth. Thou ſhalt not buw . 


down to them, nor worſhip them : for I 
the Lord thy God am a jealous God, 
and viſit the fins of the fathers upon the 
children unto the third and fourth gene- 
ration of them that hate me; and ſhew 
mercy unto thouſands in them that love 
me, and keep my commandments. 

III. Thou ſhalt not take the name of 
the Lord thy God in vain : for the Lord 
will not hold him guiltleſs that taketh 


his name in vain. 


IV. Remember that thou keep holy 
the Sabbath day. Six days ſhalt thou 
I} labour, and do all that thou haſt to do; 

MM but 
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but the ſeventh day is the ſabbath of 


: 


+ 


the Lord thy God : In it thou ſhalt do 
no manner of work, thou, and thy ſon, 
and thy daughter, thy man-ſervant, and 
thy maid-ſervant, thy cattle, and the 
ſtranger that is within thy gates: for 
in ſix days the Lord made heaven and 
earth, the ſea, and all that in them 1s, 
and reſted the ſeventh day: wherefore 
the Lord bleſſed the ſeventh day, and 
hallowed it. 


2742-428 


V. Honour thy father and thy mo- 
ther, that thy days may be long in the 
land which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee, 

VI. Thou ſhalt do no murder, 

VII. Thou ſhalrnot commit adultery, 

VIII. Thou ſhalt not fleal. —; 

IX. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs 
apainit thy neighbour, 

X. Thou ſhalt not covet thy acid 
bour's 
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bour's houſe, thou ſha't not covet thy 
neighbour's wife, nor his ſervant, nor 
his maid, nor his ox, nor his aſs, nor 
any thing that 1s his, 


The year after the giving of the law, 
God commanded the tabernacle to be 
erected, and ſacrifices to be” offered by 
the prieits upon the altar; and appoint- 
ed Aaron and his ſons to be ſet apart 
and couſecrated to miniſter before him 
in the prieſt's office, The ceremonial 
law was alſo given; and the holy uten- 
fiis, the prieſts habits, and all things 
belonging to the Lewetical ſervice, were 
ſettled and regulated, 


The tahernacles conſiſted of two 
parts, the Holy of Holies, and the Holy 
Place. Into the Holy of Holies, which 
was without the veil, Where ſtood the 
argh covered with the mercy-/eat, none 
** enter but the high ptieſt, once a 
year, 
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year, upon the great day of expiation, 
when he made an atonement for the ſins 
of the people by ſprinkling of blood. 
In the Holy Place, without the veil, ſtood 
the golden candl:fick, the altar of in- 
cence, and the table of fbew-bread. And 
in the court of the tabernacle ſtood the 
brazen altar and the laver. But, 


for a particular account of what relates 


to the ceremonial as well as political laws 
which the T/raelrres were to obſerve, 
we muſt refer to the books of Moses 


| themſelves. 


Cay. Ma 


Of the BaAZzAN SerPENT.—T he Stor) i 
of BALAAM and his Ass. 9 


E ſhall not follow the Iſraelites 
from Mount Siagi through the 
various journies and encampmeats in ff 


the wilderneſs, but bring them at once 


towards 
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towards the borders of the promi/ed land. 
Ad even here, after they had been for 
ſo many years miraculouſly nouriſhed 
and preſerved, they could not forbear 
giving a freſh inſtance of their murmur- 
ing and perverſe diſpoſition : For in 
Punon, (their 35th encampment) they 
loathed their manna, and /pea# againf 
God and againſt Moyes, wherefore have ye 
brought us up out of Eg ypt to die in the 
euilderneſs ? fer there is no bread, neither 
is there any water. Numb. xxi. 5. This 
provoked the Lord to fend fiery ſerpents 


ſo that great numbers of them died; 
whereupon they beſought Maſes to inter- 
cede for them, that the fiery ſerpents 
might be taken away. And God com- 
manded Maſes to make a ſerpent of 
braſs, and put it upon a pole; which 
being done, whoever was bitten by a 
hery ſerpent, when he beheld the ſerpent 
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among them, and they bit the people, 
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of braſs, he lived. The brazen ſerpent 
by looking upon which the wounded 
Ijratlites were healed, was a lively type 
of Chrift upon the croſs ; by looking up 
to whom with an eye of faith, the 
wounded ſinner is ſaved from that death 
which he mult otherwiſe inevitably 
ſuffer, 


In a few more journies the 1/raelites 


arrived at the plains of Moab, where 


they cncamped, on this ſide the river 
Jordan 
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Jordan, near Jericho. Their numbers, 
and their conqueſts of the Amorites, gave 
Batak, king of the Moabites, very un- 


| eaſy apprehenſions for his own domi- 
0 nions. Hereupon he ſent for Balaam to 
[1 
ing but he might then attack them with 
W ſucceſs, and drive them out of his ter- 
W ritories. But Ged commanded Balaam 
not to go along with the meſſengers, nor 
to curſe Jael, whom he himſelf had 
= bleſſed. Balak, however, ſent a ſecond 


BI meſſage to Balaam, promiſing him great 


come and curſe the //rael/zres, not doubt- 


honours and rewards, if he would come 


and do what he deſired. With theſe 
W meſſengers God permitted him to go, 
but with this command, the cr which 
all ſay unto thee, that ſhalt thou do. 
Upon this Balaam ſaddled his aſs, and 
ſet out with the meſſengers; but as he 
was riding along, the angel of the Lord 
ſtood in his way with a drawn- fword 
in his hand: which the aſs perceiving, 


turned 
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keep her in the road. A ſecond time, 
the angel ſtanding in a path between 


two walls, the aſs gave way, and cruſn- 


ed Balaaum's foot againſt the wall ; and 
he ſmote ker again. The third time, 
the aſs ſaw the angel in a narrow way, 
where there was no room to turn either 
to the right or to the left ; and then 
the fell down under Balaam, who was 


thereupon ſo enraged, that he ſmote her 
. more 


ds 


tured aſide, and Balaam ſmote her to 
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more ſeverely than before. Then the 
Lord opened the mouth of the als, and 
ſhe laid unto Balaam, what have 1 done 
unto thee, that thou haſt ſmitten me the/e 
thre times ? And Balaam ſaid unto the 
aſs, behold, thou haſt mocked me; I would 
there were a ſword in mine hand, for now 
avould I kill thee, And the als ſaid unto 
Balaam, am not I thine afs, upen which 
thou haſt ridden ever fince I was thine, 
unto this day! was I ever wont to do ſo 
unto thee ? And he ſaid, nay, Then the 


Lord opened the eyes of Balaam, and be 
Saw the angel with his ſword drawn in 


his hand, and he bowed down his head, 


and fell flat on his face, acknowledging . 
that he had finned; upon which the an- 
gel permitted him to proceed on his: / 


Journey. 
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CH Ap. XIV. 


The Iſraelites paſs through Jordan, and 
lade Jericho. The Sunard Moon land 
= fill. The Hiflory of & Ang. SAUL 
anointed King. The Story of David 
and GOLIAH. The Reige of David. 


2 FN the 36th year of the [/rae/ite; 
F ſojourning in the wilderneſs, Aaroa 
died, and was ſucceeded in the High- 
© Prieithood by his ſon Eleazer. The next 
day died Maſes, having had a view of 
the promiſed land from Mount Nebo, 
and was ſucceeded by Joſhua in the civil 

£ i government. 
> In the year before CY 1451, (to 
5 | which zra the following dates have 
re ſpect) Jeſhua conducted the [/raelites 
through the river Jordan into Canaan ; 
the waters thereof being miraculouſly 
divided (like thoſe of the Red Sea) ro 
afford them a paſſage on dry land, The 
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66 The HisTony / 


. 
next day, circumciſion was renewed, ol 
which ceremony had been omitted du- * 
ring their forty years abode in the n 
wilderneſs, Soon after (when they Y 
began to eat the corn of the land) © 
manna ceaſed. 1 
The inhabitants of Cænaan were now © b 
to be conquered and deſtroyed by tbe t 
Iſtaelitet, that they themſelves might f 
poſſeſs the country, according to the 
divine piomiſe. F ric bo was the firſt 


_Y 


2 


Zobſtacle they met with; and God, being 
willing to ſhew them that they ſhould 
not depend upon their own ſtrength for 
victory, commanded the ark of the 
* covenant to be carried ſeven times 
round the city, preceded by ſeven prieſts 
blowing trumpets of rams-horns ; and 
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the ſeventh time, upon a particular 


+ ſignal, the people were ordered to give 
* a loud ihout, at which the walls of 
Jericho teil Cown to the ground, and the 


* {/raciites entered the city, and put to 


. — 


* 


* 


' the ſword men, women, and children, 
' ſp:ring only the harlot Rahab and her 
family, according to the promiſe of the 
| ſpies, whom ſhe had concealed and 


ſared from falling into the hands of 
their purſuers. 

Ihe city of 4; was ſoon after taken 
by ſtratagem; and the Gibeonites ds 
artfully made a league with the 1/raet- 
ites, fiye Kings joined their ſorees to be- 
ſiege Gibeor · Here 5 pon Joſbua marched 

2 to 
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to the relief of the Gibeonites ; and fall- ſe 
ing unexpectedly on the confederate ar- 
my, he made a preat ſlaughter, and put 
the reſt to flight. Many were ſlain in 
the purſuit, but a ſhower of large hail- 
$ones deſtroyed more than the ſword ; 
and, at the prayer of 7o/hua, the fun 
and moon ſtood ſtill, till the J/raelites + 
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had compleated their victory, = fully 


avenged themſelves upon their enemies. 
T _ 498) he 
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he five kings eſcaped, and hid them- 


ſelves in a cave; but being diſcovered, 
they were brought out and hanged, and 
their bodies thrown into the cave where 
they had taken refuge. 


Feſbua, purſuing his victories, ſub- 


duc many other kings and nations, 
and divided the promiſed land among 


the children of I/ra-l. In 1444 the 
tabernacle was ſet up at SH; and in 
1427 Joſhua died, having governed / 
rael four and twenty years. 

After the death cf Joſhua, the T/rael- 
ile were governed by judges, whom 
God raiſed up from time to time to 
deliver them from their enemies. This 
kind of government began in the year 
1405, and continued till Saul was anoint- 
ed king over VHael. The names of the 
Judges were, 1. Othnzel; 2. Ehud; 3. De- 
borah and Barak; 4. Gideon; 5. Abime- 
lech; 6. Tulah; 7. Fair; 8. Jephibab; 
9. 1bzan: Io. Elon; II. Abdon; 12. Sam- 
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fon; 13. Eli; 14. Samuel. Of theſe the 
moſt remarkable for their exploits were 2} 


BP 
17 


Gideon and Sampſon; the former of whom, | 
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with only three hundred choſen men, 
(according to God's appointment) de- 
ſtroyed a numerous army of Mideanites, 
together with their kings and princes, 


and thereby entirely delivered Val 


from their oppreſſive yoke. 
Samſon, the ſon of Manoab, was born 
at the time the Philiſtines had dominion 


over {/rael, being ordained by God to 


begin their deliverance, according to the 

rediction of the angel to his mother, 
Hagge, xiii. 5. When he was grown up 
to manhood, he caſt his eyes on one of 
the daughters of the Philiſtines at Tim- 
x#aih, and deſired his father and mo- 
ther to procure her for his wiſe. His 
parents at firſt objected to his choice, as 
being a Philiſtine: but finding him iaſiſt 


upon it, they agreed to accompany him 
to Timnath, In their way thither, when | 
Samſon |\ 
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anon was at ſome diſtance ſrom them, 
= * young lion roared againſ! him. And the 


& /pirit of the Lord came mightily upon him, 
and he rent him as he avould have rent a 
kid, and he had nothing in his hand ; but 


he told not his father and mother what he 
| had done. So they proceeded on their 
journey to Timnath, and the propoſed 


marriage was agreed on by all parties. 
After 


another man, reſented it ſo hi 
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After ſome time, when Samſon re- 
turned to marry his wife, he found a 
ſwarm of bees and honey in the car- | 


caſe of the dead lion; and at his wed- 
ding feaſt he propounded this riddle to 
thirty young men at the table, viz. 
Out of the eater came forth meag, and 
out of the ſtrong came forth ſaveetne/; ; pro- 
miſing them thirty changes of raiment 
if they could explain it within ſeven 
days; and if they could not, they were 
to make him the ſame preſent. The 
fixed time being almoſt elapſed, Sam- 


' fan's wife prevailed on him to reveal the 


ſecret to her, which ſhe immediately 


F communicated to her countrymen. This 
ſo enraged Sam/on, that he flew thirty 


Philiftines, and gave their garments to 

thoſe who had expounded the riddle. 
Samſon being afterwards denied his 
wife, whom her father had given to 
ab ** 
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he caught three hundred foxes, and 


having tied them tail ,to tail, with 
firebrands between each, he let them 
looſe among the ſtanding corn of the 
Philiftlizes, whereby it was burnt up, 
together with the vineyards and olives, 
This enraged the Philiſtines to ſuch 2 
degrec, that they burnt his wife and 
his father ; which cruelty Samſon re- 
venged, by making a great flaughter 
amongſt them, 

Theſe mutual acts of heftility ecca- 
fioned the Philifines to afſembly an 
army againſt the men of Fadah, who, 
dreading their reſentment, perſuaded 
Samſon to let them bind him with new 
cords, and deliver him into their 
hands. This being done, his encmies 
ſeeing him bound gave a great ſhout 
on which the ſpirit of the Lord coming 
upon Samſon, and he ſnapped the cords 
as if they had becn burnt flax, and 
finding the jaw-bcne of an als, he fell 

upon 
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upon the Philiſtines, and therewith ſlew 
a thouſand men, 

Samſin's carrying away the gates of 
Gaza, when the inhabitants had ſhut him 
in with an intent to kill him, was ano— 
ther 1nitance of his ſarpriſing ſtrength; 
of which, however, he was at length 
depiived by the cunning and treachery 

of Delilah, and ſo became a prey to his 
mortal enemies. The Lords of the Phi- 
, liflines ' 
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liſiues applied themſelves to this proſti- 
tute, for whom they uew Samſon had 
2 great affe ction, offering her large re- 
Wards if ſhe could prevail upon him to 
tell her where his extraorci ary ſtrength 
lay. Three ſeveral times he amuſed 
her with wrong accounts, and thereby 
eſcaped the ſnare into which ſhe would 
hive drawn him; but at lait, quite tired 
with her repe ted ſolicitations, he told 
her all his heart: There has not come a 
razor upon mine bead; but if I be ſhaven, 
then my flrength will go from me, and J 
Hall cecome weak, and he Ae any arher 
man. Hcereupon D.lilah, having ulled 
him to lezp upon her k1-es, cau'ed the 
even licks of his head to be ſhivea off, 
and his flren21th wint from him; and then 
giving notice to the Philiflines, they 
ſeized hin, put out” his eyes, carried 
him to Gaza, and there bound him with 
fetters of braſs, and he did gr ind in the 


; priſon-houſe. 


In 
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In a little time, as Samp/or's hair be- 
gan to grow again, his ſtrength alſo re- 
turned, which he had ſoon an opportu- 
nity of exerting to the deſtructjon of his 
enemies: for the Lords of the Philiſtine, 
being aſſembled to offer ſacrifice to their 
God Dagon for having delivered Sam/on 
into their hands, when their hearts were 


merry they ſent for him out of priſon 


to make them ſport, placing him be- 
tween the two pillars that ſupported the 


— ogy” ell. ae Wo 
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temple; which Samſon perceiving, he 
took hold of them, one with his right 
hand, and the other with his left; and 
called upon God to aſſiſt him that once 
to be avenged of the Philiſlines for the 
loſs of his eyes, and deſiring to die 
with them, he bowed himſelf with all his 
might, and the houſe fell upon the Lords, 
and upon all the people therein; So the 
dead which he flew at his death, were 
more than they which he ſlew in his life, 

Next after Samſon, the High-prielt El; 
became Judge of //rael; in whoſe days 
Samuel was born, and called to be a pro- 
phet of the Lord. During Els admi- 
niſtration, the //-aelites were overcome 
by the Philiſtines, who in one battle 
killed thirty thouſand of them, Eli“ 
two ſons being among the flain) and 
carried away the ark of the covenant ; 
which melancholy news being brought 
to Eli, ke fell backward from his = 

an 
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and broke his neck, after he had judged | 
Jjracl torty years, 

Under his ſucceſſor Samuel, the Phi- 
liftines were ſubdued, the cities they had 
taken were reſtcred, and the 1/razlires 
were happy duting his wiſe and juſt ad- 
miniſtration. But Samuel growing old, 
and entruſting the government to his 
ſons, they ava/ked not in their father's 
cba, but turncd after lucre, tecæ bribes, 
and perverted judgment. Hereupon the 
people grew diſſutisficd, and deſired 


Samuel to make them a king te judge them 


like other nations, 10 £0 oul (Here thum, 
and to fight their battles, | bis diſpleaſed 
Samuel, and he prayed unto the Lord ; 
who commanded him to comply with 
their requelt : and accordingly, by di- 
vine appointment, (in the year {295) 
he anointed Saul king over {jracl. 

So long as Saul continued obedient to 


the commands of God by his prophet. 


Samuel, ſucceſs attended his arms, and 


his 


% 


the Holy BiBLE. 79 


4 his enemies fell before him; but at laſt, 


being ordered utterly to deflroy the 
Amalikites together with their catile, 
and h.ving ſpared Agag their king, and 
ſome of the belt of their ſheep and ox» 


en, Grd was fo provoked at his diſobe- 


dience, that he determined to won 
the kingdom from him to Dawid ; 
anoint whom (in the year 1063) Sanz 
was ſent to Berhl: hem, 

At this jurCture an occaſion offered 
to ſignelize Dawid”s valour in the face 
of all Yael: For Saul being at war 
with the Pliliſlines, and both armies ly- 
ing encamped near each other, there 
came forth a champion from the camp 
of the Philiſlines of a gigantic ſtature 
and prodigious ſtrength, who for forty 
days together bid defiance to the whole 
army ot the M aelites, challenging them 
to ſend out a man to fight him, and put 


an end to the war by ſingle combat, 


% 

. 

* P 4 
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1 name of this mighty giant was 
\Goliah, 
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; Goliah, whoſe bulk and aſpect ſtruck 
ſuch a terror into the Maclites, that 


they fled whenever he appeared. 


Now it happened that David, who | 


kept his father's ſheep, was ſent to the . 


camp with proviſtons for his three bre- } 
thren, then in the ſervice of Saal; and 


finding what a pannic run through che Þ | 
army, and that the king had offered to , 


ive his own daughter to the man that 


ſhould kill the monſtrous Goltab, he ex- 
preſſed nis inclination to engage ths ter- 
rible adverſary. Hereupon his eldeſt 
brother was very angry with him, accu- 
ling him of pride and haughtines 1 
heart, and of neglecting his proper bu- 
ſineſs, the care of his few /heep in the 
ewilderneſi. David, however, was not 
diſcouraged by this rebuke ; but talking 
to other perſons on the ſame ſubject, he 
was at length taken notice of, and intro- 
duced to Saul ; who perceiving that he 
was but a mere ſtripling, repreſented to 


him Hi 


uck | 


hat 
experience. To obviate this objection, 


David ſaid to the king, thy ſervant 
eps bis father's ſheep, and there came a 
Win and a bear, and took a lamb out of 
EZ: he fluck ; and thy ſervant flew both the 
lion and the bear : and this Philiſline 
fall be as one of them, ſeeing he has defied 
the armies of the living God : adding, to 
Zſhew that his truſt and confidence was 
in God alone, the Lord that delivered 
ine out of the paw of the lion and out 
/ the paw of the bear, he will deliver 
me out of the hand of this Philiſtine, 


Lk. 
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im how unequal a match he was for a 
an of Goliab's ſtrength and military 


Saul, animated with David's ſtory and 


reſolution, ordered his own armour to 
be put upon him; which being undoubt- 


edly too heavy for David, and his de- 


pendance being ſolely upon the divine 


aſſiſtance, he put it off again, chuſing 

to meet the giant with only his lin 

and his ſtaff. When Goliab ſaw David 
0 G ad- 
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20 vance to himthus accoutred, he curſed RX © 
him by his vain Gods, and ſaid, am 14 
deg, that theu comeſt to me with flaves ? © 
Come hither, and I will give thy fleſh unto | 
the fools of the air, and to the beaſts of | 
the field. Then ſaid David to the Phi- | 
liſtine, thou comeſt to me with a ſavord, * 
and auith a ſpear, and with a ſhield; but 


| 
. 
9 
| 


Ge 


T come to thee in the name of the Lord of 
' #Hofts, ibe Cod rf the armies of Iſrael, auhom 
| thou haſt defied. And when the Philitine © 

: drew , 
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drew nigh, David put his hand into his 

bag, took from thence a ſtone and lang 

it, and ſmote the Philiſtine on his fore- 

head, ſo that he fell upon his face to the 

earth. Thus Dawzd prevailed over the 

Philifline with a ſlir 0 and a ſtone, and 
1 


ran and ſtood upon him, and flew him 
with his own ſword, and cut off his 
head. And when the Phil:tizes ſaw 
their champion was killed, they fled z } 
and the //rae/ites purſued them, and ob- 
tained a compleat victory. | 
The ſucceſs attending this hazardous 
exploit, having gained David the ap- 
plauſe and affection of the pesple, Saul 
grew jealous of him, and determined to 
deſtroy him: but Jonathan, the ſon of 
Saul, was ſo ſenſible of his great merit, 
that he loved him as his own ſoul, and 
gave him notice from time to time of 
all the cvil intended againſt him by his 
father. However, to avoid Saul's re- 
ſentment, David was obliged to fly into 
'G 2 the 


- 


4 


4 84 The HisTorY of 
the wilderneſs ; whither Sau! purſued Þ 


him in vain, the Almighty being his 
protector.— Whilſt affairs were in this 


"had 


ſituation the prophet Samuel died. 
The Lord having now forſaken Saul, 


and his army being entirely routed by ] 


the Philiſtines, his three ſons ſlain, and 
himſelf wounded; in theſe deſperate 
circumſtances he put an end to his life 
by falling on his own ſword, and his 
armour-bearer followed his example, 


This melancholy news greatly affected 


David, as appears by his pathetic la- 
mentation for the loſs of Saul, and 
more eſpecially of Jonathan his beloved 
friend, 1. Sam. 1. 

After this deplorable fate of Saul and 
his family, God was pleaſed to eſtabliſh 
the throne of Dawid over Jrael and Ju- 
dah, He was a prince of extraordinary 
valour and wiſdom, a prophet, and an 
excellent poet, the greateſt part of the 


Er being of his com poſing. He ſub- 
dued 
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dued the Philiſti nes, the Moabites, the 


ued : 
his & Syrians, and other nations; and defeat- 
his ed ſome dangerous conſpiracies that 


were formed againſt him, particularly 
that of his own ſon Abſelom; for his re- 
bellious forces were routed by thoſe of 
David in the wood of Ephraim, and 


Abſolom's hair being entangled in the 1 
boughs of an oak, his mule went from 
under him, and left him hanging 


wal — G 3 : On 
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on the tree, where he was afterwards 
| killed by Joab. In a word, having 
N reigned forty years, and triumphed over 
bis foreign and domeſtic-enemies, he 
died in a good old age, leaving his 
crown and kingdom to his fon Solomon. 


[ 
{ amend. 
| 
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tt Soromon's Wiſdom. His Judgment be- 
i Taten the two Harlots. The Building 
it and Dedication of the Temple. Hiſtory 
Ee the Prephets ELIIAH and ELISHA. 
' JezgBEL eaten by Dogs. 


N the year before Chri/# 1015, So- 
I lomon aſcended the throne of //rael ; 
to whom, according to his requeſt, 
God was pleaſed to grant fuch a deyree 
of wiſdom, that there was none like him, 
| either before or after bim; and alſo made 
| 


him ſaperior in riches and honour, to 


all his predeceſſors or ſucceeding princes. 
It 
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t happened that an opportunity ſoon 
offered of ſhewing his extraordinary un- 
Mn derſtanding and judgment, which gained 

him great reputation; for two harlots, 


— Who lived in one houſe by themſelves, 

x, being brought-to-bed within three days 
of each other, the child of one of them 
dying, ch mother changed the dead one 
for the live one, while the other was 

aſleep, and inſiſted ſtrongly that it was 

ber cwa. The caſe being brought be- 
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fore Solomon, and both the women 
claimed the living child, he ordered it | 
to be divided between them with a | 
ſword : to which the pietended mother 


aſſenting, the real one deſired the kin 


Pp 


to let the other have it whole, rather 


than ſee her infant deſtroyed, From 
this natural tenderneſs, Solomon rightly 
judging her to be the true mother of 
the child, ordered it to be delivered to 
her accordingly. 

The Almighty having reſerved to the 


peaceable reign of Sclomon the building 


a temple to his name, that prince be- 
gan the important work 1a the year of 
the world 2992, 480 years after the 
departure of the 1/raelites out of Eg ypr, 
and 1010 before the coming of Chriſt. 
In this great undertaking he was aſſiſted 
by Hiram king of Tyre, his father's an- 
tient friend, who ſent him vaſt quanti- 
ties of cedar and other timber for that 


pur- 
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nen poſe. In a word, he erected a molt 
it ſtately fabrick, and embelliſhed it with 
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variety of fine carved work, profuſely 

: overlaid with gold : but for its dimen- 
$ fions, curious workmanſhip, and the 
richneſs of its utenſils and ornaments, 
we mult refer to the account given of it 
in the holy Scripture, (1 Kings vi. vii.) 
not having room in this ſmall hiſtory 


to 


— 
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to deſcribe its wonderful ſplendor, beau- 


IF 


ty and magnificency. oy 
Solomon, having finiſhed this glorious | p 
ſtructure, ſummoned together a nume- * 
rous aſſembly of Viraelites, and cauſed * 
the ark of the Lord to be carried into an 1 
apartment peculiarly allotted for its re- ” 
ception, by far the moſt rich and ſplen- h 
did of the whole building, called the 
Holy of Heolies ; and then, with the ut- X 


molt ſolemnity of prayer and ſacrifice, ( 

dedicated the 'Temple to the only true 

God; and having made a feaſt for all 

Tjrael, which laſted fourteen days, he , 

diſmiſſed them joyful and glad of heart. | 
This great and wiſe prince, after a 

glorious reign of forty years, was ſuc- 

ceeded (in the year before Chriſt 975) 

by his ſon Rehoboam; through whole 

| folly ten tribes of {frac/ revolted to 

S FTerobeam, and himſelf ruled over two 

tribes only, which were thoſe of Ju- 

dah and Benjamin, Thus there were two 

| king- 
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kingdoms formed; the one called the 
Kingdom of ISRAEL, which comprehend- 
Zed the ten revolted tribes ; the other 


called the Kingdom of jun au, which 


con ſiſted of the two tribes that remain- 


* 


ed faithful to Rehoboam. 

The new king of Mael, fearing that 
his ſubjects would return to the obedi- 
ence of Rehoboam king of Jauaah, if 
they ſhould go to 7eru/alem to worſhip 
God in the Temple, and to offer their 
ſacrifices there, ſet up two golden 
calves, and prevailed with the people 
to worſhip them under the name of the 
God of {/rae/ ; ſo that in the reign of 
Jeroboam idolatry was eſtabliſhed, and 
all his ſucceſſors kept up the ſame falſe 
worſhip., However, it pleaſed God to 
ſend ſeveral prophets to the ten tribes, - 
to turn them from their ſins, and to 
preſerve the knowledge of himſelf a- 
mongit them. The moſt eminent of theſe 
prophets was Elijab, who propheſied 

againit 
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againſt Ahab, the wickedneſs of the Mbro 
kings of J/raz!; aſſuring him, that for Mup 
ſome years to come there ſhould be M - 
neither dew nor rain in the land, _ EI. 

In this time of drought, and of the Mwh 
famine conſequent thereupon, God com- de: 
manded E/;ah to hide himſelf by the Wan 


brook-Cherith, and cauſed the ravens to 
bring him bread and fleſh every morn- | 
ing d evening; and he drank of the 

: brook 


— 
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brook, till at length it was quite dried 


up for want of rain. 
Afterwards, by the divine command, 


Elijab went to a widow at Zarephath, 


whom he found gathering ſticks, and 
deſired her to fetch him a little bread 
and water ; upon which the poor wo- 
man told him her diſtreſs : 7 hawe not a 
cake, (ſaid ſhe) but a handful of meal 
in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruſe ; 
and behold, I am gathering flicks to make 
a fire !0 dreſs it for me and my ſon, that 
we may eat it, and die. Notwithſtanding 
this, the prophet ordered her to bring 
him a little cake; and promiſed her, 
that her barrel of meal and cruſe -of 
oil ſhould not fail, till the Lord ſent 
rain upon the earth : which was accord- 
ingly fulfilled. 

Whilſt Elijah fiourand with the wi-_ 
dow, her ſon died; and God was pleaſ- 


ed, at the ſupplication of the prophet, _ 


to reſtore him to life, to the great joy 
"5 of 
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of his mother, who at firſt was ready to 
impute his death to the preſence of 
Elijah ; but on ſeeing him alive again, 
New by this I know (ſaid ſhe) that thou 
art a man of God, and that the word of 
the Lord in thy mouth is truth. 
When the drought had continued ſe 
veral years, and the famine raged. in 
Samaria, God commanded Elijah to go 
and thew himſelf to Ahab, promiſing to 
ſend rain upon the earth; which he did 
abundantly, at the prayer of the pro- 
phet upon mount Carmel. Soon after 
this, his life being threatened by Jeæebel, 
Abab's wife, becauſe he had deſtroycd . 
the prophets of Baal, he retired into 
a wilderneſs, where the Lord appeared 
to him, and ordered him to anoint £{;- 
ba, to ſucceed him as a prophet. Ei- 
jab having found Eliſha at plough, 
threw his mantle over him; and £/;/ba 
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taking leave of his father and mother, 


1 About 


followed Elijah. 
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About the year 896, the two pro- 
phets came together to the river Jordan, 
the waters thereof E/izah ſmote with 
his mantle, and they were divided hither 
and thither, ſo that they qwent both over 
on dry ground, Now Elijah being ſen- 
ſible of his approaching removal, aſked 
Eliſha what he ſhould do for him before 
he was taken away: to which Elia 


| anſwered, let a double portion of thy. 


'pirit be upon me, And as they went on 


N . 
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and talked, there appeared a chariot of 
fire, and horſes of fire, and parted them | 


aſunder, and Elijah ovent up by a whirl- 
bind into heaven. When he was out of 
ſight, Elia took up the mantle that 
fell from him, and returned to Jordan, 


he divided the waters with it, and paſſed 


over on dryland as before. 
It ſoon appeared that the ſpirit of Eli. 


Jah reſted on Eliſba, and the miracles that þ 


he wrought gained him great eiteem and 
reputation, Now there came a certain 


woman to Elifha, ſaying, thy ſervant | 
my huſband is dead, and thou knoweſt that | 


thy ſervant did fear the Lord ; and the 


creditor is come to take unto him my two | 


ſons to be bondſmen. And Eliſha ſaid unto | 


her, what ſhall J do for thee ? tell me 
what haſt thou in the houſe ? And ſhefſaid 


thine handmaid hath not any thin in the 


houſe, ſave a pot of oil. He then com- 
manded her to borrow a great number 
of veſſels of her neighbours, and pour 


into 
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into them till they were full, which ſhe 
did accordingly; and found ſuch a vaſt 


increaſe of her oil, that ſhe ſold part 


> of it to diſcharge her debt, and had 
enough left for the ſubſiſtance of her- 


ſelf and her children, / 

After this Eliſba reſtored the a 
mite's ſon to life, cured Nauman of his 
leproſy by ſending him to waſh in Jor- 
dan, ſmote Gebaxi with the ſame diſtem- 
per, cauſed iron to ſwim, and wrought 
| many 
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many other miracles. In the year 88,5 
he ſent a young prophet to anoint Jebu d 
king over Ii all, and to declare to him. 
tde will of God that the whole family P 
of 44ad ſhould be deſtroy ed. Wherz-IMF % 
upon Je/x being proclaimed by the ſcl- HA 
diers, and having killed king Toram, 8 = 
| Abab's ſon, entered Jezeel in triumph; 

and ſeeing the wicked Jezebel looking ] 
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out of the palace window, he ordered 
her to be thrown un, and / of hen 
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biood was ſprinkled on the aball, and the 
dogs afterwards devoured her body, 
(agreeable to the prediction of the pro- 
phet Elijah) as a puniſhment for her 
wicked neſs, particularly the murder of 
Naboth. 


—_—— 
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Jox AH in theWhalt's Belly. SHADRACH, 


MEsHacH and ABEDNEGO, caſt intq _ 
a fiery Furnace. DANIEL in Ne 'Liong 
Den. The Jewisn Hiſtory brought 
down to the Birth of CHRIST. 


N the reign of Fehoaſh, king of 
Judab, about the year before Chriſt 
825, (or, according to others, in the 
reigns of Azariah king of Judab, and 
Ferobcam II. king of 1/rael, about the 
year 808) God commanded the prophet. 
Jonah to go to Nineveh, the chief city 
of the 4/rians, and proclaim to its 
wicked inhabitants their approaching 
H 2 de- 
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deſtruction: but inſtead of obeying the 
word of the Lord, Jonah went down to 
ll Joppa, and there took ſhipping for Tar- 
8 Z&i/þ. Hereupon it pleaſed God to ſend 
2 great ſtorm, and here was a mighty 
temp in the ſea, which exccedingly | 
terrified the mariners, who expected to | 
periſh every moment. In this danger 
they agreed to caſt lots, to know for 
if ewhoſe cauſe the evil was eime upon 
them; and the lot fell upon Jonah. The 
prophet then ingenuoully acknowledged 
that himſelf was the occaſion of their 
diftreſs, and deſired them to throw him | 
overboard ; which they did, though tl 
not without much reluctance, and the 
fea ceaſed from her raging. Now the Lord 
had prepared a great fiſh te ſwallow up 
Jonah, and he was in the belly of the fijh 
three days and three nights; in which 
diſmal ſituation he ſincerely repented, 
and prayed to the Lord; who thereupon 
cauſed the fiſh to caſt up Jonah on the 
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dry land. After this deliverance the 
prophet obeyed the divine command, 
went to Nineveh, and denounced its 
overthrow ; but the Nizevites repenting 
in ſackeloth and aſhes, and turniag 
ſrom their evil ways, God was pleaſed 
to ſpare that great city, in which were 
, more than fix ſcore thouſand per ſons who 
n could not diſcern between their right hand 

* and their left. h . | 
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In the year 788, in the reign ofſe 


Azariah or Uzziah king of Judab, Amo 
Ppropheſied; and probably Joel prophe- 
fied in the ſame reign. In his reign 
likewiſe, and in thoſe of 7Joham, Abaz, | 


and Hegetiab, lived the . Laab, 
Hojea and Micah. 

In the fifth year of m . king of i 
Judah, and the ninth of Heſea king of 


iſrael (before Chrift 721) Shalmanezer | 
king of 4/jria took Samaria, and car- | 
ried the ten tribes captive into his own # 
kingdom, from whence they were diſ- 
perſed into divers countries, and have 


never ſince been ſettled in their own 


land. Thus ended the kingdom of | 
Tjrael, after it had ſubſiſted, ſeparate 
from that of Fudah, 254 years, under 
twenty kings of ten ſeveral] families. 


In Hezekiah's reign Nahbum propheſied. 
In 559, Jehoiakim king of Judah ſur- 
rendered Jeruſalem to Nebuchagnezzer, 


who carried him and the chief of the 


people 
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n off people captive to Babylon: and in 583, 
Amo, The eleventh year of Zedetiah (Who ſuc- 
phe. ceded 7eboiaktim) Nebuchadaczzar took 


ign 
"AZ, 
'ah, 1 


Jeruſalem after a long ficge, burnt the 
temple and the whole city, razed the 
walls, and carried away the Fews into 
captivity. Thus was the kingdom of 
of Judab deſtroyed, 468 years after the 
of be, inning of David's reign, 388 years 
ze- ftom the diviſion of the tribes, and 
ar. 134 years after the deſtruction of the 
vn kingdom of 1/rael. Obadiah propheſied 
iſ. & vader Zedekiah. 
ve | Jeremias and Zephaniah were cotem- 
vn Poraries; the former of whom prophe- 
of NI fied forty-five years, viz. from the 13th 
te F Jefrah, to the 5th of the Babyliniſb 
er captivity. Habakkuk is alſo ſuppoſed to 
s. h ive propheſied in the reign of Fo/ah. 
Ezekiel who was carried away cap- 
tive with Jehoiakim to Babylon, began to 
prophely in the fiith year of his cap- 
| " tivity 3 


* 
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tivity: and Daniel, who was carried | 


to Babylon in his youth, in the third | 
year of Yehoiaktim (607) propheſied 
there to the year 534, in all 73 years, 
and lived to be about the age of 94. 
Whilſt Daniel was a captive at Baby- 


lon, God was pleaſed to give him an ex- 


traordinary degree of wiſdom, and he 
had underſtanding in dreams and wiſions 
far ſuperior to all the magicians and 
aſtrologers of that kingdom. This was 
a means of his advancement to great 
honour; for Nebuchadnexxar having 
forgot one of his dreams, which trou- 
bled him very much, and conſulted his 
magicians to no purpoſe, ordered all 
the wiſe men of Babylon to be put to 
death: but Daniel deſiring a little time 
to conſider of it, the Lord revealed the 
fecret to him in a night viſion; and be- 
ing brought to the king, he related to 
him his dream, and explained its 
meaning; whereupon Nebuchadnezzar 

made 


— 


— — 
— — 


made him great preſents, and appointed 
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him ruler over the whole province of 
Babylon. At Daniel's requeſt, his three 
fellow captives, Shadrach, Meſpach, and 
Abednego, were alſo entruſted with the 
aftairs of the kingdom, 

Theſe three Jcaus (whoſe real names 
were Hananiah, Miſhael, and Azariah) 
having abſolutely refuſed to worſhip a 
golden image that Nebuchadnezzar had 
ſet up, he was ſo enraged againſt them, 
that he ordered them to be caft into a 
hery furnace, heated ſeven times hot- 
ter than uſual. The king's command 
was obeyed ; but the molt high God, 
whom they feared and worſhipped, was 
with them and preſerved them in the 
midſt of the fire, and they came out 
of the furnace without an hair of therr. 
heads ſinged, . neither were their coats 
changed, nor had the ſmell of fire paſſed 
on them. 

This wonderful deliverance extorted 

from 


1 — — — 
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from Nebuchadnezzar, who was an eye- f th 
witneſs of it, an acknowledgment of had 
the power of the God of Iſrael : but Wawa 
ſome years after, being proud of his Wim 
victories, and boaſting of the magnifi- Ncub 


cence of his buildings, he fell diſtrated, id 


and (as Daniel had foretold when he in- G0 
terpreted another of his dreams) he Ma b 
vas driven from the ſociety of men, and  - 
did eat graſs as oxen, and his body was \ 
abet with the dew of heaven, till his | 
hair was grown like eagles feathers, and | 
his nails like birds claws. Atter ſeven | 

years thus ſpent among the beaſts of 
the field, his reaſon returned to him, 
and he was reſtored to his kingdom, , 
praiſing and honouring the King of 


8 
Heaven, all aubeſe avorks are truth, and 


his ways judgment, and theſe that walk a 

in pride he is able to alaſe. 6 
In the year 538, Belbbaxxar king of 

Babylon made a great feaſt for his no- 


les, and cauſed the veſſels of the houſe | 
of 
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ye· t the Lord to be fetched, that Nebu- 


of 


hadnezzar his grand father had brought 


way from Jeruſalem, out of which he 
himſelf, his princes, hi, wives and con- 


cubines drank wane to the glory of his 
idols, and the diſhenour of the true 


God. But in the midfi of all his jollity, 
Ia hand eee and wrote on the plai- 


fer of the Wall MENE MENE, TE- 
KEL, UPHARSIN ; which the king 


obſerving, he wgs greatly terrified, and 
ſent 
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ſent for his Cha/dean aſtrologers and ma. 


Ap! 


— 


102 


gicians to read the writing, and give goin 
him the interpretation of it; but theyſſ but 


not being able to do either, Daniel wa 
called, who read and interpreted the} 


writing; whercupon he was publiclyp 
proclaimed the third ruler in the king-P ; 


dom, The ſame night Belſbaxxar was 
ſlainz and the Hrian monarchy, 


which had ſtood, from its foundation 


N by Nimrod, 1650 years, was ſeized by 


Darius. the Mede, and the Perſian mo- 


narchy founded by Cyrus. 

Daniel's greatneſs under Darius rai- 
ſing envy in ſome of the principal cour- 
tiers and officers they contrived his ruin, 
but finding nothing to accuſe him of 
with reſpect to his management of pub. 
lic affairs; they perſuaded the king to 
ſign a decree, that for thirty days no 
petition ſhould be made to any God or 
man, but to himſelf only. This com- 


mand Daniel diſobeyed, by making 4 


plica- 


| 
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ma.Mp!ication to his God as uſual, and for ſo 
iveFcoing he was calt into a den of lions; 
ey but the king himſelf going to the den 
vas! 
he 
elyp 


—— 
wa 


eee . 
+ Y\ 

WW N 

CITY 


* 1669 5% 


NUN 


IE Nm Wilt 
DONE ann 
JR EIN. i 


— 
Ta 


the next morning, and finding that Da- 
niel had received no hurt, he cauſed his 
accuſers to be caſt into the ſame den, 
whom the lions preſently devoured : 
and he publiſhed a decree, that all per- 
ſons throughout his dominions ſhould 
reverence and'fear the God of * 

The 


* 
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The Babyleniſb captivity laſted ſeventyF,ith 
years, according to Jeremiab's predic-ſMcrif 
tion; which time being expired, CzruMechr 
king of Pera give the Jews leave (inf ] 
the \ year 530) to return to their own HNe/ 
1 country, under the conduct of Zerubba- Areb. 
64%. and rebuild the temple of Jeraſa- Aci 
1 lem. But in this they were interrupted by Mcjvi 
 theneiphbouring nations, and the work Hof « 
Was delayed tiil the time of Darius M Ne 

Hiſtaſbes (the ſame with Aaſuerus who Abu: 

ordered the temple to be rebuilt, and 

the worſhip of God rettored ; to which 
undertaking the Jews were preſlingly 
exhorted by the prophets Haggai and 

Lachariah, the former of whom prophe— 

fied that the glory of the ſecond tem- 

ple ſhould be greater than that of the 
former; not as being a more mag nifi- 
cent ſtructure, hut in regard the Me/Jiah 
ſhould one day honour it with his pre— 
ſence. In the Gth year of Darius the 
| temple was finiſhed, and dedicated 
| with 


22 
— — — —_ 
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ncith great joy and abundance of ſa- 
lic. rikces; and the Paſſover was alſo ce- 
UsMFebrated. 
ins In the 2oth year of Artaxerxes (445) 
WI Nehemiah obtained leave of the king to 
a- rebuild the walls of Feru/alem, in which 
2 ciiy he likewiſe reſlored order and 
by civil government. Malachi, the laſt 
K Rof the prophets, was contemporary with 
45S RE Neheminh, and propheſied after the re— 
0 building of the temple. 
d The Itaus being returned into their 
a Foin country, were for ſome time ſub- 
ect to the kings of Perſſa, and after- 
d wards to the king of Syria. They were 
* expoſed to divers perſecutions, of which 
the laſt and moit cruel was that of Au- 
tiochus, who plundered and prophaned 
the temple, and made uſe ot torments 
to force the Jesus to renounce their re- 
ligion, as may be ſeen in the hiſtory 
of the Maccabres. Theſe cruelties obli- 
ged Matrathias and many other Jeæus 
| to 
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to enter into a covenant together for 
the prelervation of their religion and 
liberty. They gained many victories 
by the courage and conduct of da 
Maccabæus, and Jonathan, both ſons of 
Mattathias: and having recovered their 


liberty, they re-eſtabliſhed the exerciſe 


of their religion, and were a long 
time under the government of the 
prieſts who ſucceeded Judas and Jona- 
than, and took the title of kings. At 
laſt the Fewws fell under the dominion 


of the Romans, who made Herod (the ſon 


of Antipas or AntiÞater ) king of Judea; 
and it was this Herod that reigned when 
our bleſſed Saviour came into the 
world. | 

Six months before Chriſt, John the 
Baptiſt was born, who was ſent to pre- 


pare the way for the reception of the 
Meſſiah. 


PART 
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„3 ͤ „„ 
The NEW TESTAMENT. 
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CA. I. 


The Bir'h of CHRIST. The ANGEL 25- 
pears to the Shepherds. The Adoration 
of the M AGI. CHRIST diſputes with 
the Doctors in the Temple. 


HE time being at hand, when 

God had determined to {end his 
only begotten ſon into the world, 
(A. M. 404) to take upon him human 
he © nature, and to diſpenſe the goſpel of 
re- © ſalvation to loſt mankind ; the angel 
he Gabriel was ſent to a virgin named 

Mary (eſpouſed to a man whoſe name 
was 7o/eph, of the houſe of David) 
whom he addreſſed in theſe words: 


J. Hail 


— — = = _ 
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Bail thou that art highly favoured, the 
Lord is auith thee ; bleſſed art thou among 
WW women, The virgin being ſurprized at 


— 4M 


— - 
Ny N SY 
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this ſalutation, the angel bid her not 
be afraid; aſſuring her, that ſhe, tho” 
a virgin, ſhould conceive by the over- 
fhacowing of the Holy Ghoſt, and bring 
forth a ſon, and call his name Jes us, 
who ſhould reign over the bouſe of Jacob, 

and of aubeſe king dum there ſhould be no 


end. 


i 
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end, And Mary ſaid, Behold the hand- 


maid of the Lord, be it unto me according 
to thy avord. 

At this time, Auguſtus Cæſar having 
ordered a general taxation to be made 
throughout the Roman empire, Jeſiphb, 
with Mary his eſpouſed wife (then big 
with child) went to Bethlehem to be tax- 
el: And whilſt they were there, the 
time of her delivery being come, ſhe 
brought forth her Frſt- born, and wrapped 
him in ſwaddling-cloaths, and laid him 
in a manger, becauſe there Was no room 
for them in the inn. But though no 
earthly pomp attended the birth of this 
prince of peace, yet the angel of God 
proclaimed the joyful news to ſome 
ſhepherds who were watching over their 
Kocks by night, and. the glory of the 
Lord ſhane round about them, And when 
the angel had delivered his glad ti- 
dings, Unto you is born this day, in the 


City of David, a Saviour,which is Chriſt, 
[ 


2 the 


N 


27 
/ LV; wh y N W-- 
p 4 2 p "I ; 5 
f 1 ad 4 1 


„751 
. 


the Lord (whom, for a ſign, he told 
them they ſhould find wrapped in ſwad- 
dling cloaths, lying in a manger) on 
a ſudden he was joined by a multitude 
of the heavenly hoſt, praiſing God and 
ſaying, Glory to God in the higheſt, and 
on earth peace, good will towards men. 
The ſhepherds going to Bethlehem, 
and finding every thing true that the 
angel had laid, they declared publicly 


What 


- 
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what they had heard and ſeen, and re- 
turned praiſing andglorifying God. And 
when eight days were accompliſhed for 
the circumciſfing of the child (accord- 
ing to the law of Mo/es) he was named 
Jesus, which ſignifies a Saviour, He 
is alſo called EMMANUEL (T[/aiah vii. 
14 Matt, 1. 23.) which ſignifies Ga 
evith us, and is the ſame in ſubſtance as 
the name Jeſus. 
When the days of the virgin's puri- 
fication were over, the parents of the 
bleſſed Ze/us brought him to Jeru/alem, 
to his own temple, to preſent him to the 
Lord, and to offer ſuch a ſacrifice as the 
Maſaic law required. Thus was fulfil- 
led that of Malacchi iii. i. The Lord whom 
ye ſee Hall ſuddenly come to his temple ; 
and that of Haggat ii. 7. 9. T. will ll 
this houſe with glory, ſaith the Lord of 
Hoſts. The glory of the latter houſe ſhall be 
greater than that of the former ; that is 
than of Solomon's temple deſtroyed by 
| 1 Nebu- 


* WR. — — — 
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| Nebuchaduexzar. To clear this prophecy 
lit is obſerved, that granting the ſecond 
1 . in reſpe& to the outward or- 
W naments Herod beſtowed upon it, to ex- 
4 | ceed that of Solomon (as the Jetus boldly 

| ban it was yet inferior to his on ac- 
count of its wanting the five ſtanding 
I! miracles or glories, viz. 1. The Ark, in 
| which were the two tables of the cove- 
I nant; the golden pot of manna, and 
# Aaron rod that bloſſomed : 2. The She- 
gi c:n44, or divine preſence, manifeſted by 
I a viſible cloud relting over the mercy- 
W4 feat: 3. The /acred fire which came 
down from heaven, and burnt continu» 
ally upon the altar : 4. The Urim and 
[I Thummim ; and 5. The /pirit of pro- 
4 | phecy. From whence it 1s plain, that 
1 by the greater glory of the latter houſe 
is meant the perſonal preſence of Chriſt, 
f Il the light of the world, the brightne/s of 
| bis Father's glory, and the expreſs image 


of ves perſon. 
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Three learned eaſtern kings (called 
Magi or Wiſe Men) guided by an extra- 
: ordinary Rar, came to Bethlehem and 
worſhipped Jeſus, bringing with them 


—_ 
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— offerings of gold, frankincenſe, anc 
3 myrrh. This Yar was in a threefo 
reſpe& miraculous : Firſt, as to place 


A being nearer the earth than any othe 
Rar : Secondly, In its motion, as moving 


f directly forwards, and not circularly 3 
14 T hirdly 


, — - — — 
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| Thirdly, In that it ſhone by day as well 
as by night. 
Soon after this, Herod gave the cruel 
orders for killing all the children in 
Bethlehtm and its neighbourhood, from 
two years old and under, in hopes of 
deſtroying the infant Je/us ; but Jeep 
being warned by the angel of the Lord 
In a dream, fled with him and his mo- 
| ther into Fyg ypr, where they continued 
till the death of Herod ; and then, by 
God's appointment, they came and 
| dwelt in Nazareth, a city of Gali/ze. 
Now the parents of the holy 7%. 
went every year to Jeru/alem at the feaſt 
of the Paſſover; and when he was but 
twelve years old, being with thc mat that 
| ſolemnity, he tarried behind in Jeruſalem 
unknown to his parents, who had gone 
a day's journey homewards before they 
miſſed him, not doubting but he was in 
the company; but having enquired aſter 
him amongſt their kindred and ac quain- 
tance, 
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tance, and not finding him, they re- 
turned to Jeruſalem under very great 
concern where, after three days ſearch, 
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l they found him in the —__ fating in the 
midſt of the Doctors, both hearing them 
and aſhing them queſtions; and all that 
heard him ere aſtoniſhed at his under- 
ſtanding and anſwers. Yeſus then went 
home to Nazareth with his parents, to 
whom he was obedient,and was brought 


© 


as 
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up by them in a poor and low eſtate;- 


but he increaſed in wiſdom and /tature, 
and in favour with God and man. 


Cray. II. 
CuRisT baptized by Joan. Enters upoy 
his Miniftry. His Sermon on the Mount. 


OHN, the forerunner of our Lord, 
having baptized great numbers of 
Fes, the bleſſed Irſus himſelf (in order 
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4 to fulfil all righteouſne/5 ) condeſcended to 


be baptized by him in the river Jordan. 
And when he came out of the water, 
the heavens were opened, and he ſaw the 
/pirit of God deſtending like a dove upon 


bim; and a voice came from heaven, 


Jaying, This is my beloved Son, in whom 1 

am well pleaſed. Here the myitery of 
the moſt bleſſed and glorious Trinity 
was diſplayed ; God the Father, by a 
voice from heaven ; God the Son, in his 
human nature ; and God the Holy Ghoſt, 
under the appearance of a dove. 

After this, Jeſas was led by the ſpirit 
into the wilderneſs, where he faſted iorty 
days and forty nights, and overcame 
all the temptations of Satan. He was 
now in the thirtieth year of his age, 
when he began to enter upon his miniſ- 
try, preaching the goſpel of the kingdom 
of God,and exhorting all to repentance, 
The truth of his doctrine he confirmed 


by many and ſtupendous miracles, = 
rt 
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firſt of which was his turning water int the 
wine at a marriage in Cana of Galilee. elt 
He went about healing the ſick, curing | - 
the lame, reſtoring the blind to fight, 
caſting out devils, and even raiſing the 
dead to life; thereby unqueſtionabiy,/ 
proving his divine miſſion, that he was 
the promiſed and expected Meſiah, who 
was ſent into the world to make an 
a o ement for the fins of mankind, 
a d to purchaſe for all thoſe who be- 
lieved in him, and followed his moſt 
holy example, a titlè to eternal life. 
Our bleſſed Lord having gained a 
great number of diſciples, he choſe 
twelve from amongſt them, whom he 
named Apoſtles, viz. Peter, Ahdrew, 
James, John, Philip, Bar tholomeaw, Mat- 
theu., T homas, James, the ſon of Alpheus, 
Simon, Called Zelotes, Judas the brother tg 
of James, and Judas Tſcarict, Theſe | ,, 
he lent forth in bis name to preach the 
| goſpel, aud to work miracles ; and to 
theſe 
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theſe he more particularly addreſſes him- 
ſelf in his moſt excellent ſermon on the 
mount, contained in the 5th, 6th, and 
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7th chapters of St. Matthew, which 
may be looked upon as a ſummary of 
the Chriftian doctrine, and at which 
the multitude who heard him were 
aſtonithed, for he taught them as one hav» 
ing authority, and not as the ſcribes, 2 
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mon with bleſſings on the poor in ſpirit; 
on thoſe that mourn ; on the meck ; on 
thoſe who hunger and thirſt after righe 
teo a ſneſs; on the merciful ; on the pure 
in heart; on the peace-makers ; and on 
thoſe who are perſecuted for righteouſ- 
neſs ſake. He tells his diſciples, they 
are the /alt of the earth, the light of the 
world, a city ſet upon a hill; and ex- 
horts them, Let your light /o ſhine before 
men, that they may ſee your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in hea : 
Ven. He commands us, if we are at va- 
riance with any one, to endeavour at a 
reconciliation before we make our ad- 
dreſſes to the throne of grace. He ab- 
ſolutely forbids ſwearing, and the re- 
venging of injuries received; and adds, 
Give to him that afketh thee, and {rom him 
that would borrow of thee turm not thou 
away. He teaches us, that we are not 
only to love our neighbour, but even 


The divine preacher begins his ſer- 


our. 
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our enemies; to bleſs them that curſe 
us, to do good to them that hate us, 
and to pray for them that deſpiteiully 
uſe and perſecute us: And this from the 


example of our heavenly father, who 
maketh his ſun to riſe on the evil and the 
good, and ſendeth rain on the juſt and 
on the unjuſt. Nor are we to imitate the 
Divine Being in this particular only, 
but in all his inimitable perfections: Be 
ye perfect as your Father which is in hea» 
Ven is perfect. 

Our Saviour proceeds to inſtruct us, 
that we are not to give alms, nor offer 
up our prayers in public places, as the 
hypocrites do, merely to be ſeen of 
men; but both are to be done as pri- 
vately as poſſible, and then our Father, 
who ſees in ſecret, will reward us openly. 
Nor are we in our prayers to uſe vain 
repetitions, or think that we [hall be heard 
for our much ſpeaking : but we are to pray 


after this manner: Our Father, which - 
oY « art 
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« art in heaven, hallowed be thy 5. 


„% name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
„ will be done in earth, as it is in 
„heaven. Give us this day our daily 
« bread. And forgive us our tre'- 
« paſſes, as we forgive them that treſ- 
„ paſs againſt us. And lead us not in- 
«« to temptation : but deliver us from 
evil: for thine is the kingdom, and 
e the power and the glery, for ever 


« and ever, Amen.” The ſame rule is | 
to be obſerved with reſpect to f.it ng ; 


We are not to act the hypocrite by put- 


ting on a /ad countenance, and disfiguring 


our faces that we may appear unto men 
to faſt; but rather to avoid external ſhew 


and recommend ourſelves, by ſincerity 


of heart, to the notice of our heavenly 
father, Our Lord farther adviſes us, 
to /ay up treaſure in heaven : ailuring us 
that where our treaſure is, there will our 
heart be alſo. And as it is impoſlible for 
us to ferve God and mammon, he ex- 


horts 


he 9 ] 
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horts us not to be over anxious about 


what we ſhall eat, or what we ſhall drink, 
or wherewithal we ſhall be cloathed; for 
ſurely we cannot diſtruſt that providence 
which provides for the fowls of the air, 
who neither, ſow nor reap, nor gather into 
Burns; and which fo cloath the lillies 
of the- field, that neither roil nor ſpin, 
that even Solomon in all his glory was not 


arrayed like one of theſe. To this he ſub- 


- joins a promiſe, that if we /cek firſt the 


kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs, all 
1a things (i. e. food and raiment 
the neceflaries of life) Mall be added 
unto us. 

In the next place, Chrift forbids us 
to judge raſhly of one another, and con- 
demns that failing to which we are all 
too liable, of being quick-ſighted and 
cenſorious with reſpect to the faults of 
others, whilſt we overlook or palliate 


ourown. He then gives this encouraging 


exhortation to prayer, , and it ſhall 
K be 
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be given you ; ſeek and you ſhall find ; knock 
and it foall be open unto yeu.” For what 
man is there of you, ahn if his ſon aff 
bread, will he give him @ flone? Or , 
he aſe a fiſh, will he give him a ſerpent x 
1f ye then, being evil, know how de give 
good gifts unto your children, how much 
more ſhall gour father which is in heaven 
ive good gifts to them that aſk him? o 
which he adds this univerſal and golden 
rule in morality, aht ye avould that 
men ibu d do to you, do ye even ſo to them, 
for 1his is the laav and the prophets, Our 
Lord proceeds, enter ye-in at the /lrait 
gate; for wide is the pate, and broad is 
the avay that leadeth to diſtruction but 
rait is the gate and narrow is the way 
which leagerh unto life. He cautions his 
foil wers againſt falſe prophets, who 
(he tells them) may be #nown by their 
fruits. And now drawing to a conclu- 
io of his divine diſcourſe, he exhorts 
them to be chers of the will of God, 


and 
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+> | and not hearers only; comparing the For- 
„at | mer to a houſe built upon a rock, which 
af is able to withſtand the fury of the floods 
if and tempelts ; and the latter to a houſe 
built upon the ſand, which cannot reſiſt 


ve | the violence of the ſtorm, but falls in 
«ch | the time of trial, and great is the fall 
9 n thereof. 

EN Cuar, ME oo 
„ az | CHRIST reffores the Widow's Son to Life. 
25 He flilieth the Tempeſt. Jo nx the Bap: 
0 ti/t beheaded. Five Thouſand fed with 
vey I ve Loaves and two Fiſhes, CH ISH 
ml 41 walks on the Sea, and St. Vers ER come: 
KS | to meet him. | — 
pay | HEN our bleſſed nant had 
4 ended his ſermon on the Mount 


toe | he went into Capernaum, where he heal- 
HM ed the Centurion's ſervant, on account 
lu- of the extraordinary faith of his maſter. 
xrts | And the next day going to Nain, in 
od, | company with many of his diſciples, 
5 K 2 when 
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when he came near the gate of the 
city, he met a great number of people 
who were attending the corpſe of a wi- 
dow's ſon to the place of his interment. 
Our Lord having compaſſion on the diſ- 
treſſed woman, bid her nor weep; and 


Lim! 


»» 


— 
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touching the bier he commanded the 
young man to ariſe ; which he did ac- 
= — cordingly, and began to ſpeal and he 
delivered him to his mother. And there 
dane @ fear on all : and they glorified God, 


Jayingy » — 4 


| 8 * ſaying, that a great prophet WAS riſen up 
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among ſt them; and that God had viſited 
his people. 

Not long after our Saviour wrought 
this miracle, he went into a ſhip with 
his diſciples, and as they failed along, 
he feil aſleep. In a ſhort time a violent 
tempeſt arote, inſomuch that the veſſel 
was cozered with waves; and the 
diſciples, apprehendingthemſelves in the, 
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utmoſt danger, ran to their maſter and 


awoke him, ſaying, Lord ſave us, we 
periſh, To which he replied, Why are 


ye fearful, O ye of litth faith! And 


Hs rebuked the winds and the ſea, 
a calm immediately enſued ; at which 
they were all aſtoniſhed, (as well they 
might) ſaying one to another, what man- 
ner of man ts this, that even the winds 
and the ſea obey him? 

About this time Herod (the Tetrarch 
of Galilee and Petræa) hearing of the 
miracles of the bleſſed 7e/as, concluded 
they were wrought hy 70% the Baptiſt, 
whom he had beheaded, and whom he 
ſuppoſed to be riſen from the dead. 
This Hered (we find) had married Hero- 
dias, his brother Philip's wife; and the 
Baptiſt having boldly reproved him for 
it as an inceſtuous alliance, Herodias 
reſented it ſo highly, that ſhe prevailed 
with her huſband to caſt him into priſon 
and would have had him put to death, 


but 


4 
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but Herod was afraid to proceed to that 
extremity, knowing that John was held 
in great eſteem by the people, as a good 
man and a prophet. However, H-rodias 
at length found an opportunity of ac- 
compliſhing her wicked deſign; for her 
daughter having danced before Herod 
on his birth-day, he was ſo extremely 
pleaſed, that he rathly promiſed with an 
oath to give her whate ver foe ewould 2. 


even to the half of his 2 T b. 
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young woman, being before hand in- 
ſtructed by her mother, deſired Hrod 
to give her the Baptiit's head in a 
charger: upon which the king was ex- 
ceedingly ſorry ; but for the ſake of his 
oath, he ſent an executioner, who 
beheaded Jehn in priſon, and brought 
his head to the damſel, who carried the 
bloody preſent to her cruel mother. 
The fame of our Saviour's miracles 
drew ſuch a concourſe of people about 
him wherever he went, that it was diffi- 
cult for him to avoid their company, 
though ever ſo deſirous of retirement. 
Of this we have an inſtance, when he 
departed privately with his diſciples inte 
a deſart place; for the people being ap- 
prized of his deſign, he fourd a great 
multitude got thither before him, at the 
fight of whom he avas moved with com- 
paſſion becauſe they were as ſheep not have 
g a ſhepherd : and he ſpate unto them of 
dia dom of God, and healed them oy 
%h ad 


* 


af 


2 — 


tbe Holy BIB Ur. 137 


bad need of healing. Towards the even- 


ing bis diſciples came to him, and put 
him in mind that as the day was far 
ſpent, it would be proper for him to diſ- 
mifs the multitude, that they might go 
into the neighbouring towns and vil- 


lages, and buy themſelves neceſfary re- 


freſhments: but Je/us faid, they need 
not depart, give ye them to eat and his 
diſciples telling him they had only five 
loaves and two fiſhes, he ordered them 
to be brought ; and having cauſed the 
people to fit down upon the graſs, he 
took the loaves and fiſhes, and /ooking 
up to heaven, he bleſſed and brake them, 
and gave to his diſcipies, and the diſciples 
to the multitude. And they did all eat and 


avere filled; and they took up twelve baſkets i 
full of the fragments that remained. The 


number. of men thus miraculoufly fed 
were about five thouſand, beſides womens 


and children. 


Tra 
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Jeſus having ordered his diſciples to 
get into a ſhip, and croſs over the wa- 
ter before him, ſtaid behind to diſmiſs, 
the people to their reſpective habitati- 
ons; which being done, he went up into 
a mountain to pray: and when he had 
finiſhed his devorions, in che night— 
time he followed his diſciples, walkin 
t wards the ſhip on the ſurface of the 
ſ.a. At this ſtrange fight they were 


| 


— 


exceed- 


_, 


the Horx BIBIULr. 139 


3 exceedingly terrified, thinking it had 


7 a ſpirit; but Jeſus called to them, 
be of good cheer, it is I, be not afraid. 
To which Peter anſwered, Lord, if it be 
thou, bid me come unto thee in the water. 
And he ſaid, come: whereupon Peter 
quitted the veſſel, and walked on the was 
ter to go to Jeſus; but the wind being 
high, and finding himſelf beginning to 
fink, he cried out, Lord /awe me; on 
which our Saviour immediately ſtretched 
forth his hand to his aſſiſtance, and 
thus upbraided him, O zhou of litthe 
faith, wherefore didſt thou doubt ? And 
when they were got into the ſhip, the 
wind ceaſed, to the aſtoniſhment of the 
diſciples, who came and worſhipped 
Jeſus, laying, of a truth, thou art the 
Jon of God, 
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Pas. Tv; 


The good SAMARITAN, The Prodigal 
Cen. Dives aA Lazarus. 


s the narrow bounds of our little 
hiſtory will not permit us to give 
an account of all the miracles of our 
Saviour; ſo neither can we recite the 
many excellent parables he delivered for 
the inſtruction of the people, but ſhall 
ſelect a te of thoſe that are molt apt to 
firike upon and affect the minds of youth, 
for whole uſe this epitome of the ſa- 
cred writings is principally intended. 

A lawyer having aſked Jeſus this 
queſtion, Who is my neighbour ? received 
an anſwer in the following parable; 
which teaches us, that to lee our ig he 


bour is to be charitable, compaſſionate, 
ready to relieve the diſtreſſed, and uni- 
verſally benevolent to the whole race of 


mankind, “ A certain man (ſays our 
« Lord, 


i 


4 
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Lord) went down from Feraſalem to 
Jericho, and fell among thieves, was 
Rripped him of his raiment, and 
wounded him, and departed, leaving 
him half dead. And by chance there 
came a prieſt that way, and when 


he ſaw him he paſſed by on the other 


fide, And likewiſe a Levite cam: 
and looked on him, and paſſed by vn 
the other ſide. But a certain Sama- 
ritan, as he journeyed, came where 


142 The HISTORY of 


«(. 


«c 
80 
ce 
cc 
«c 
«c 
65 
«c 
«6 
cc 
cc 


cc 


he was; and when he ſaw him, he 
had compaſſion on him, and bound 
up his wounds, pouring in oil and 
wine, aud tet him on his own beaſt, 
and brought him to an inn, and took 
care of him. And on the morrow, 
when he departed, he took out two- 
pence, and gave them to the huſt, 


and ſaid unto him, take care of him, 


and whatloever thou ſpendeſt more, 
when I come again | willrepay thee, 
Which now ot thele three thinkeſt 
thou, was netghbour unto. him that 
fell among thieves? The lawyer 
readily anſwered, He that fbewtth 
mercy on him, rn {23d Fefus unto 
him, go, ard do thou likewiſe. 


The parable of the Proazgal Sor is an 


admirable leſſon to thetic who have 


'forſaken their heavenly father, and ſpent 


their youth in vicious courſes and the 
purſuit of vain and imaginary pleaiures, 


nn them plainly, that no ttus: p- 
pineſs 
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e | pineſs is to He found, till they return unto 
1 God by a ſincere repentance, who is then 
! willing to pardon their tranſgreſſions, 
» 
e 
7 


and receive them again into his favour. 
144 


A certain man had two ſons, the 
youngeſt of whom having received his 


portior, took his journey into a far 


country, and there walled his ſuh- 
tance with riotous living; and when 
he had fpent ali, there aroſe a famine 
in the land, and he began to be 1n 
Want; which made him ſubmit to the 
mean employment of keeping ſwine 
in the field, and he would gladly have 
filled his belly with the huſks they 
fed upon. In this ſtate he began to 


reflect upon his folly, and ſaid, Ho 


many hired ſervants of my father's 


have bread enough and to ſpare, and 1 | 


periſh with hunger ! I will ariſe and gs 
to my father, and will ſay unto him, fa- | 
lber, 1 have fined againſt heaven, and 
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before thee, and am no more worthy to 
be called thy ſon; make me as one of thy 
hired ſervants, And returning home 
in this penitent and ſubmiſſive man- 
ner he was received by his father 
with open arms, who fell on his neck 
and kiſſed him, ordered him to be 


. arrayed in the beſt apparel, and the 


fatted calf to be killed: for this my 


Jon | 
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1 /on (ſaid he) was dead, and is alive 


© again; he was loſt, and is found." 
Ia the flory of Dives and Lazarus is 
ſtrongly ſet forth the duty of thoſe whom 
providence has bleſſed with riches, and 
the puniſhment that waits them if they 
indulge themſelves in luxury and 1n- 
temperance, whilit they neglect to re- 
lieve the poor and afflicted : and at the 
ſame time the virtuous man has a come 
f rtable aſſurance, that let his ſufferings 
in this world be ever fo great, he 
ſhall be rewarded with an eternity of 
bliſs hereafter, ** There was a certain 
«© rich man (ſays our Saviour) who was 
«« cloathed in purple and fine linen, and 
„ fared ſumptuouſly every day. And 
„there was a certain beggar, named 
« Lazarus, who was laid at his gate 
« full of ſores, and deſiring to be fed 
„with the crumbs that fell from the 
ce rich man's table; moreover, the 
« dogs 


' * 


«ce 
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dogs came and Jicked his ſores. And 
it came to pafs that the beggar died, 
and was carried by the angels into 
Abraham's botom : the rich man a'fo 


del, and was buried 5 and in hell 
he lifted up his eyes, beipg in tor- 


ments, and fceth Abraham aſar off, 
and Lazarus in his boſom. And he 
cried, and ſaid, Faber Abraham, have 
mercy on me, and ſend Lazarus tlat/e 
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«© may dip the tip of his finger in water 


and cool my tongue ; for 1 am tormented 
e in this flame, To which Abraham 
« anſwered, Son, remember that theu in 
thy life-time receive}? thy good things, 
« and likewiſe Lazarus evil things; but 


«© now be ts comforted and thou art tor- 
„ mented,” 


— KK 


Car. V. 


Lazarus rai/d fromthe Dead. CAR ISN 
rides to Jeruſalem on an 4/5. The Ia. 
flitution of the Lord's Supper. CHR 15 
betrazea by Junas, carried before 
CA HAS, and denied by PETER. 


O the miracles of our bleſſed Lordi 
already mentioned, we ſhall add 
one of the, laſt and moſt remarias that! 


he wrought, viz. that of raiſing Laza 
rus from the dead. This Tune was 


the brother of Martha and Mary, who 1 
L 2 th 
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the Scripture tells us 7e/us loved. He 
had been 1aterred four days, and was 
ſuppoſed to have begun to putrity, when 
Chri/? came to give this ſignal inſtance 
of hisdivine power, Having ordered the 
ſtone to be removed that was laid over 


the grave, after a ſhort ejaculat on to Al- 
mighty God, he cried with a loud voice, 
Lazarus, come forth + And immediately 
the dead man came forth, though he 

j WAS 
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was bound hand and foot, and had his 
faced tied about with a napkin; from 
which they ſoon looſed him, and let 
him go. And many of the Jeu who 
beheld this aſtoniſhing miracle, believed 
in Jeſus. ; 

The time of the paſſover now draw- 
ing nigh, 2 ſent two of his diſciples 
to fetch an af-, which he told them 
they would find tied at a certain place 
and the aſs bring brought »<cordingly,. 
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the Lord of the Univerſe condeſcended 
to ride on this contemptible animal in 
a kind of humble triumph to Feru/a- 
lem, attended by a multitude of people, 
who ſpread their garments in the way, 
and cut down branches from the trees 
and ſtrewed them in the road, crying 
out as they paſſed along, Ho/anna ts the 
Son of David: Bleſſed is be that cometh 
in the name of the Lord; Hoſanna to the 
| higheſt. When he came to Jeruſalem, he 

wept over it, and foretold its deſtruc- 
| tion; and going into the temple, he 
| turned out the buyers and ſellers, over- 
threw the tables of the money-changers, 
and healed the blind and the lame. 

In the evening of the firſt day of 
, unleavened bread,the neceſſary prepara- 
tions having been made, Jeſus ſat down 
| with his twelve apoſtles to eat the paſſ- 
| over. And as they were eating, 7e/us 
took bread, and bleſſed it, and brake it, 
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and pave it to his diſciples, and ſaid, 

Take eat; this is my body, which is given 
fer you : this do in remembrance of me. 
And he alſo took the cup after ſupper, 
ad gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
i faying, Drink ye all of it; for this is my 
| Elood of the New Tafantins; which is ſhed 
for many for the remiſſion of ſins. At the 
ſame time Jeſus gave his diſciples a leſ- 


ſon 


1 ˙¹·.¹mü ro wh — — 
5 


152 The HisTog y of 


ſon of humility, by waſhing their ſeet 
and wiping them with a towel wheie- 
with he was girded, 

Our Lord, aſter eating this laſt ſap- 
per with his diſciples, was betrayed that 
very night by 7zdas, according to his 
own prediction : For having retired into 
the garden of Geih/emare to prayer, 
(where in his agony he ſweat drops or 
clots of blood) the traitor brought thi- 
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ther a number of armed men; and fa- 
lutirg his maſter with a kiss, (which 
was the ſignal agreed on) they ſcized on 
the bleſſed Jeſus whole diiciples then 
forſook him, aud led him to the palace 
of Cataphas, the hig b-prieſt, where the 
{cribes and elders were aſſembled, Pe- 
ter, being willing to ſee the event, fol- 
lowed afar off; and coming to the high- 
prieſt's palace, he ſat down by the fire 
in the hall amongſt the ſervants; one 
of whom, looking earneſtly at him, ſaid, 
Thou alſo waſt with Jeſus of Nazareth : 
But Peter denied it, ſaying, Woman, I 
know him not. After a little while, an- 
other faw him, and ſaid, This is one of 
them : But he denied it again. And not 
long afterwards, another confidently af- 
firming the ſame thing, he began to 
curſe and ſwear, ſaying, I know not the . 
man of whem ye Jpect : And immediately 
the cock crew. | his brought to Peter's 


remembrance the words that 7e/us had 
ſaid 


— — 
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ſaid unto him, Before the coc“ crow, 


thou ſhalt deny me thrice, Whereupon he 


went out and wept bitterly.— A moit 
remarkable inſtance of human frailty ! 

For when our Lord forwarued Peter of 
this ſhameful fault, he promiſed in the 
ſtrongeſt manner, Though 1 ſhould die 
evith thee, yet will I not deny thee : And 


| fo likewiſe ſaid all the diſciples; who 


nevertheleſs forſook him and fled in che 
time of trial. 


. . 


The Crucifixion, Reſurrection, and Aſcen- 
fron of CHRIST. 


HE next morning after Chri/? was 
examined by Cataphas, the Fexvs 
led him to Pontius Pilate the Roman go- 
vernorof Judea, and accuſed him of per- 
verting the nation, of calling himſelf a 
king, and of forbidding to pay tribute 
to 
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to Ce/ar. But Pilate finding no fault 
in him, did all he could to ſave him 
from the malice of the Fews; and it 
being a cuſtom to releaſe a malefactor 
on occaſion of their great feaſt, he pro- 
poſed to chaſtiſe him and let him go. 
This, however, would not ſatisfy his in- 
veterate enemies, who cried out loudly, 
Crucify him ! Crucify bim] Whereupon 
Pilate, ſeeing he could not prevail to 
ſave him, took water, and waſhed his 
hands before the multitude, ſay:ng, 7 
am innocent of the blood of this juſt per- 
ſon ; ſee ye to it, To which the Jews 
replied with this dreadful imprecation, 
His blood be on us, and ouy children. 
Thus wearied by their importunities 
and clamour, Pilate releaſed Barabbas, 
a murderer, and having cauſed 7% to 
be ſcourged, delivered him to the eau 
to be crucified. Then the ſoldiers, ha- 
ving put a crown of thorns upon his 
head, mocking him, ſpitting on him, 


and 
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and offering him other indignities, they 
carried him to a place called Golgot ha, 
where they crucified him between two 


common malefactors. And there war 
darkneſs over all the land from the fiæth 
to the ninth hour; and the weil of the 
temple avas rent in twain, the earth did 
quake, and the rocks rent as if all na- 


70 


ture ſuffered, when the Lord of Life and 


Glory expired on the croſs. 
One 


ö „ „ - wv tr ty 


the Holy BIBLE. 157 


bone of the thieves that were cruci- 
fied with the bleſſed Jeſus became a pe- 
nitent on the croſs, and found mercy, 
receiving this gracious promiſe from his 
dying Saviour, bis day Salt thou be 
| with me in Paradiſe, But we ought by 
no means to look upon this extrav: di- 
nary caſe as an encourapement to a 
death-bed repentance : for, as a great 
divineobſerves, ** We read of en man's 
« being pardoned at the hour of death 
that none may deſpair, and of but one 

that none may preſume.” | 
When the evening was come, 7o/eph of 
Arimeth+:a, an honourable councellor and 
diſciple of 7e/us, went to Pilate, and 
begged his body; and having wrapped 
it in fine linen, he laid it in his own 
new ſepulchre, which he had hewn out 
of a rock, and rolled a great ſtone to 
the mouth of the ſepulchre. Now the 
chief prieſts having ſuggeſted to Pilate, 
that the diſciples of JV might ſteal 
: away 
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away his body in the night, and make 
the people believe he was riſen from the 
dead, he granted them a party of ſol- 
diers, and they went and made the Jepul- 
chre ſure, (as they thought) /ealing the 
tone, and ſetting a watch. But, not- 
withitanding all theſe vain precautions, 
on the third day after his interment our 


Lord aroſe triumphant from the grave; 


at which time there was a great earth- 


quake 


| 


and he witneſſes to him, both in Jeruſa- 
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quake, and the ſoldiers trembled, and 
became as dead men, at the appearance 
of an angel, whole countenance was like 
lightning, and his raimem white as ſnow. 
In remembrance of our Saviour's glori- 
ous reſurrection on the firſt day of the 
week, the chriſtian church, auth rized 
by apoſtolical example, keeps that day 
holy inſtead of the Jeavi/h ſabbath. 

Ihe blefſed Jet, to put his reſur- 
rection cut of all doubt, ſhewed himlelf 
alive by many infallible prooſs. He 
was firſt ſeen by Mary Magdalen, and 


other devout women; then by Peter 


and 7chn; then by the eleven; and after 
that by above five hundred brethren at 
once: and having remained on earth 
forty days, and ſpoke to his apoltles of 
the things pertaining to the kingdom of 
God, heafſembled them on MountOlives 
and there aſſured them, that they ſhould 
in a ſhort time receive the Holy Ghoſt, 


lem, 
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lem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, 
and unto the utter moſt part of th: earth, 
Soon after this, a0 they Leveld, he was 


o * 4 


taken up, and a cloud received him out of 
their '/ight. And as they were looking 
fledfaſt towards heaven, (not perhaps 
without ſome uneaſineſs at the loſs of 
their dear Lord and Maſter) they /aw 
two men ſtand by them in white apparel, 


Who 
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who gave them this comfortable aſſu- 


rance : Ihe jame Jeſus, which ii taken ups 


from you into heaven, fhail come in like. 
manner as je have /ten him go into heaven.” 


Upon which they returned to Jeruſalem, 
to wait for the accomplithment of theit 


Lore's promiſe. 
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NAS and SAPHIR'a ſtruck dead for 
telling a Lie. STEPHEN /toncd. 


HE Apoſtles, after our Lord's aſ- 
cenſion, being aſſembled at Je- 
ru/alem with the other diſciples, choſe 
Matthias by lot to take part of the 
miniltry. and apoſtleſhip, from which 
Judas had fallen by tranſgreſſion; and 


Matt hiatwas accordingly numbered with 
the eleven apoſtles And on the day 


of Pentecoſt, to which our Vhiiſustiat 
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anſwers, being the ſame diſlance from 
Zafer that Pentecaſi was from the Jed 
paſſover,) the tenth day aiter Chri/t's 
aſcenſion, being ail met together in one 
place, there ſuddenly came a ſound from 
heaven, as of a rujhing mighty wind, 
and it filled all the houſes where they were 
fitting. And there apfearid ujon ih:m 
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' > eloyen tongues, like as of fire, and it fat: 
pon egch of them, And they aver? I 
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filled wwith the Haly Ghoſt, and began to 
peak with other tongues, as the ſpirit 
gabe them utterance, The rumour of 
tais prodigy drew together a mixed 
maltitude of ſeveral nations; And, to 
their great amazement, every man heard 
the apoſtles eat in his own language 
the wonderful works ef Ged. On this 
memorable occaſion, by the powerful 
preaching of St. Peter, about three thou- 
ſand ſouls were added to the church of 
Chrift. e 
By this plentiful effuſion of the holy 
ſpizit, according to the divine promiſe, 
the apoſtles were enabled to work mi- 
racles in the name of 77%, and con- 
verted many thouſands to the chriſtian 
faith, who conſtantly followed them, 
living all in common, and wanting no- 
thing; for thoſe who had eſtates and 

poſſeſſions ſold them, and brought the 
money to the apoſtles, — 

M2 among 
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amongſt the believers in proportion to 
their ſeveral neceſſities. But a certain 


man named Auanias, and his wife Sap- 


pbira, having fold ſome land, brought 
only part of the money to the ap-ſtles, 
pretending it was the whole. This 
being a molt wicked endeavour to im- 
poſe upon the Holy Ghoſt by a lie, 
Peter ſeverely rebuked Ana tiat for it, 
who thereupon fell down dead at his 


* 
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| feet, and was carried out and buried. 
His wife coming in ſoon after, and not 
knowing what had happened, perſiſted 
in the ſame ſtory; and being alſo re- 
1 primanded by Peter, fell down and ex- 

pired, and was carried to her prave by 
thoſe very men who had juſt done the 
ſame office for her huſband.—A ter- 
rible warning to all liars, hypoerites. 
and pretended zealots in the cauſe of 
religion! 

The number of chriſtians increaſing 
at Jeruſalem, it was thought proper (by 
the advice of che apoſtles) to chuſe 
ſeven deacons, who ſhoyld diſtribute 
the alms of the whole church to the 
widows and poorer ſort of believers, 
\ Crephen, one of the deacons, having 
0) confounded ſome perſons that diſputed | 
with him, they falſly accuſed him of 
blaſphemy, and brought him before the 
council; where the good man, full of 
| AM — of the holy ghoſt, ſo boldly 
M 3 repre» 
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reprehended the obſtinacy of the Jews, | 
and their murdering the bleſſed %s, 
that they were cut to the heart, and gnaſhed 
en him with their teeth. And they caſt him 


out of the city, and ſtoned him, calling upon t 


God, and ſaying, Lord Jeſus, receive my 


| ſpirit, Nor did the holy martyr pray 
for himſelf only, but (after the example 
of his great maſter) for his perſecutors 
3 3 alſo;: 


| 
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alſo; crying with his laſt breath, Lord 
lay not this fin. to their charge. 


C8 4+. VI 
The miraculous Con verſion of St. Pa vs., 
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St. PETER deitvered out of Priſon by an 


Angel. St. Paul ſhipwrecked. 


HE death of the firſt martyr Ste- 
phen was followed by a great per- 
ſecation of the church at Jeruſalem, in- 
ſomuch that the believers were ſcattered 1 
abroad throughout the regions of Fudea 


and Samaria. But among ail the perſe- 


cutors of the primitive chriſtians, no 


one exerted himſelf againſt them with ſo 
much fury. and bitterneſs as Saul, who 
was alſo called Paul, and became after- 
wards the great apoſtle of the Gentilez, 
He, (as the Scripture ſtrongly expreſſes 

it) breathing out threatnings and flaugh= 
ter again? the di iſciples of the Lord, obs 
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tained letters from the high-prieſt and 
the councils to the ſynagogues of Va- 
maſcus, that he might apprehend all who 
profeſſed the religion of / in thoſe 
parts, and bring them bound to Jerisſa- 
lem. But when he came near to Damaſ- 
cus, there ſuddenly ſhone round ab ut 


him a light from heaven; and he fell 


f on the earth, and heard a voice ſaying 
to him, Saul, Saul, why perſecuteft then 


me? 


. 

1 * 

af | 
\..\Y 


& a, 


NX 


6 _ 
— _——__ = 


— 


the HoIY BIrII ES. 169 


me? and he ſaid, who art thou, Lord ? 
and the Lord ſaid, I am Jzsus whom 


thou perſicuteſ? © it is hard for thee to kick 


aguinft the pricks, At the ſame time 
being ſtruck with blindneſs his atten- 


Cants were obliged to lead him to Da- | 


maſcus, where, after three days, he was 
reſtored to fight by Ananias, and preach- 
ed the goſpel in th.t city with great 


boldneſs, to the attoniſhment of thoſe 


who knew the deſign of his coming thi- 
ther, and what a bloody perſecutor he 
had been of all that called on the name 
of Fe/us. 

Aſter Saul's converſion, the churches 
had reft throughout all Fudea, Galilee, 
and Samaria . but in a few years time, 
king Herod grit pa obſerving the extra- 


ordinary progreſs of the goſpel, raiſed \\ } 


up a perſecution againſt the Chriflians, 


and killed James the brother of John 


with his ſword. He alſo cauſed Peter 


to be apprehended and impriſoned, 1n- 
tending 


| 
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tending after Eater to bring him forth -Þ 
to the Jews, who were pl-aſcd with his 

' crue] proceedings. E ut the very night 

f before H:rod intended to have delivered 
him up t) his enemies, an angel of the 

[ Lord was ſent to Peter in priſon, who 
was Chained, and ſleeping between two 
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ſoldiers. At the com mand of the an- 
gel, Peter aroſe, aud the chains fell eff 
om his hands; and having paſſed two 


wards, 
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wards, they came to the iron gate, 
which opened of its own accord at their 
approach; and Peer being now at li- 
berty, the angel departed. Thus it 
pleaſed God to deliver his ſervant out 
ef the hands of Herod, and to fruſtrate 
the bloody defign and expea!ion of the 
FZews. dts - 

As to the apoſtle Paul having eſ- 
caped from Damaſcus(where the Jews lay 
wait to kill him) he came to Jeraſalem, 
and pale boldly in the name of Jeſus. 
From thence he went to Tar/us, traveiled 
through Syria and Cilicia, and having 
viſited divers other parts of Aa (chiefly 
in company with Barnabas) performing 
many miracles, and converting vait { 
numbers to the chriſtian faith, he was 
at laſt apprehended by the Jews at e- 
raſalem, and would have been put to 


death, had it not been for the chief 


captain of the Romans, who ſent him 
under a ſtrong guard to Felix, the Ro- 
| man 
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u governor of Fudea, then reſiding 


at Cz/area. Felix, finding the Jeaus un- 
able to prove any thing worthy ot death 
againſt him, treated him with lenity ; 
notwithſtanding which, when Por/zus 


- Feſtus ſucceeded him inthe government, 


being willing to ſhew the Zews a plea- 
ſure, he left Paul in priſon. | 
This great apoſtle, as the moſt cer- 
tain way to eſcape the malice of the 
Jews, who were implacably bent to de- 
ſtroy him, at laſt appealed ro Cæſar him- 
ſelf; and being put on board a ſhip, 
with other priſoners, in order to be ſent 
to Rome, they were overtaken by a vio- 
lent florm, whereby they were ſhip- 
wrecked on the coaſt of Melita, (naw 
Malta) the veſſel being beat to pieces, 
but every one got ſafe to ſhore. The 


iſlanders treated them with great hu— 
| manity, and made a fire to warin them; 


but St. Paul having gathered a bundle 
viper 


v per came out and faſtened on his 
| hand, which made them conclude he 
| was a wicked man, whom vengeance : 
would not ſuffer to live, though he had 
| eſcaped the ſhipwreck. However, when 
they ſaw him ſhake off the viper into 
| the fire, without receiving any harm, 
they changed their minds, and ſaid, he 
was a God. The apoſtle having conti- 
nued in this iſland three mogths, curing 
„ the 
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the fick, and healing all manner of diſ- 
caſes, ſailed from thence, and arrived 
ſafe at Rome, where he was a pri ſoner 
at large, and lived two whole yerrs in 
his own hired houſe, preaching the 4 ing- 
| dom of God, and teaching thoſe ebings 
which concernthe Lord Jus ca. „wich- 
out any moiettailcn. 


berty, preachiog the goſpel in Sparn,and 
then founding a church at Crete, con- 
ſtituted Titus the biſhop of it. Thea 
taking Timothy with him, he viſited the 


aud having ordained Timothy biſhop of 
Hp beſus, and viſited the Corinthians, and 


turned to Rome, Where meeting with 
Peter, they joined 1n preaching the goi- 
pel. both to Fexws and Gentzles, till they 


| the governor, and offered up their lives 
as a teſtimony ef the truth, St. Pau! 
. | Was 


Aſter this, St. Paul brain his- 114 


churches in Juda, and other parts; - 


the brethren in ia and at / roas, he te- 


were caſt into priſon, by order of Helivs 
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was beheaded, as being a Roman Citl- 
zen; but St. Peter not being entitled 
to that privilege, was crucihed, 
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eu A f. IX. 
Of the Las r JUDGMENT. 


S a properconcluſion of this Hi/ory 
of the Bible, we ſhall add a few 
words relating to that tremendous day, 
the Day of Judgment; a time when all 


mankind mult appear before the Judge 


of Heaven and Earth, and give an ac- 


chunt of their actions in this lite, whe- 


ther they are good or evil, This time 
in holy ſcripture is termed, rhe great | 


and terrible day of the Lord; the day: 
when the ſun Sali be darkened, and the . | 
moon ſhall not give her light, and the ftars . 


ſha'l fall from heaven, and the ſinners in 


| Sion ſhall be afraid. At this day CHRIST 


ſhall deſcend from heaven in his own _ 
and his Father 5 glory, with a ſhout, _ 
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d the voice of the archangel, and 51715 
tt Irump of G;, on which awaicentrs 
ſammons all the inhabitants of the prave 
ſha}l come forth, the living fh be 
changed, and all ſhall appear before is 
awful tribunal, who ſhall judge the 
world in righteouſneſs. With him there 
will be no reſpect of perſons ; *3he mo- 
tarch and the peaſant will be upon a 
level: ſmall and great ſhall ſtand be- 
fore bim, the bycks ſhall be opened, and 
every man thall be judged according to 
his. works. Then will the righteous be 
carried by angels of light to their ſeat 
of bliſs in heaven, there to enjoy un- 
ſpeakable and everlaſting happineſs and 
the wicked ſhall be caſt into hell, into 
a place of woe and miſery, do dweil 
with che devil and his angels, where 
the wprm dies not, and the firs 3s not 
quenched, 
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